Whether the Parliament be, moe in Law diſſalved by 
the Death of the Princeſs of Orange ? And how 
the Subjefts ought, and are to behave themſelves 
in relation to thoſe Papers emitred fince by the Scile 


and Title of As? 
With a brief Account of the Government of England. 
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In « Litter to a Country Gentleman, as an Anſwer to bis ſecon/Quiftion, 


eos 


i br you have exceedingly miſtook wur Man in de- 


manding my Opinion about a'Caſe that lies ſo much our 

of my Province, and Circle, that # hath hardly come 
wichin the Boundaries of my Converſation, eirher with Books or 
Men. - Yet not being altogether a Strazger to the Nature of the 
Government, and the Rules of the Conftirution, under which I 
live; ror wholy unacquainted with theancient and modern Tranf- 
ations of my Country ; neither utterly ignorant of the Practices 
of Ages as they remain regiſtred ja Hiſtories : I will rather both 
venture my own Reputation, an& run the Rilque of being: cen- 
ſured for 1traying beyond che Limics of my proper Studies, than 
not obey your Command in what you were pleaſed to require of 
me, and thereby give you frc{h and repeated Evidence botly of the 
Authority you have over me, and of the Deference I pay ro your 
Merir, as welt as to your Quality. And chough I will not 
to fay the hundredth part of what might or ought to be ſaid on this 
Subject ; yet by what I ſhall be able co lay betore you in relation 


*© it, you will cafily gucls what _ have been done, or what 
yet 


o 
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yet may, by a better and more proper hand. Nor can T now with-. 
qut a Forſeiture.of my. Credit, and a Departure from Truth, refuſe 
to give you my Thoughts in this Matter ; having in my Anſwer tg 

our ff Que ion ſtated and pledged my Honour and Faith, that 

would alſo reply to your ſecond ; and having alſo told you, that I 
had brought ungder the cagpaſs- of my. thoughts, and- in effe&t 
digeſted, whatſoever was needful rowards a clear though brief Re- 
lolution of it. And I'do lay chim to no ſuch Privilege as the 
breaking of my. Word, but am willing to leave the Credivor In- 
famy of that to the Authors and Pubiſhers of Hague Delarations. 

Now I am t© far from quarrelliag at Parliaments, or detrating 
from the Eſteem they ought to be in, or from che Peeſpetts that is 
commonly paid them, that I preſerve for them all the Honour d 
and Veneration, imaginable, while they confine themſelves to the 
Vſes and Ends unto which they were primicively ordained; and 
govern themſelves. by the Meaſures chalked out for them in the 
Conſtitution. They are of that early Original, and ancient Stands 
ing, that for any Thing I know they are in ſome ſenſe and degree, 
thaugh under difference, variety, and diſtintion of Names, coeyal 
with, or very little ſubſequent and poſterior to our Government. 
Their Antiquity is tach, though not always under- the fame Ap« 
pellation, and by the ſame Stile, nor witch the ſame Allowances of - 
Power and Authority, that Caput inter mibila condunt, their begin- * 
wing is immemorial : $0.I will not diſpure,and much lefs controul the 
Teſtimonies which we have in the Commentaries upon. Littleton, 
f#i. 100, namely, Thaz -before the Conqueſt, and vn thence 
downward, tHl the end of Hen, 3. there had been no fewer than 
Two hundred and eighty Seſſions of Parliament , which doth much cx- 
ceed the Number, during the Reigns of Eighteen Sovereign Kings 
and Queens that have ruled aver this Kingdom fince. But were: 
their Inſticution as modern as fome Men will have it, and were- 
they at firit iNlegitimately obtained, and wrenched from the Crown- 
by Inſurreions, Tumuls, and Wars; yet having once acquired 
an Eſtabliſhmene by Law, confirmed by.Cultom, and ratified by 
Charters, and iworn unto by our Kings ; our Title to the having- 
af Pariiaments for the Ends and Ules whereunto they. were ap- 
pointed is not vow precarious, but in right belongeth unto us. 
For unqueſtionably many T Mings were at t1:{t veſted inthe Crown, 
which tt having atterwards alienated and parted with, cither for 
the calc and ſatety. of the Monarchy ,or for the nood and —_— | 
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of the People, it were unjaſt as well as unwiſe for any King tore- 
aſſume them. Whatſoever comes once to be Legally eſtabliſhed by 
a plenary and lawful Power, is not reverſable at the Prince's Will, 
nor doth it lis under his Authority to- annul ic at his Pleaſure. And 
therefore all who have written. with any. Judgment of Goverr. 
ments, Laws, and Politicks, do unanimouſly tell us, That ampl;+ 
tudo &* reſtriftio-poteſtat s Regum circa ea que per ſe mala & mjuſta no» 
fant, pendet ex arbitrio buminum, & ex cowmventione vel patio inter Reges 
& Regnum; that the extent and reſt riftion of Royal Power in and abowp 
ſuch- Things as aro not intrinſically evil and unjuſt, do reſult and proceed 
from Agreements, Stipulations, and Compatts, between Kings and thoſe 
Communities over which they rule : See Suarez, de Legth. lik. 1. cap. 17: 
And indeed our Magna Charts, and other Charters, as likewiſe 
many of our Statutes, are no other than enacted and declared Li- 
mitations and Reſtrictions of the Sovereign and Royal Power ; nor 
can-our Kings lawfully depart from os. exceed the Confinements. 
and Boundaries of the Eng/iſþ Monarchy, which are therein ſtipu- 
lated, fixed, and ſertled. The Books of the 24 Ed. 3: 65. Stamford”s: 
Prerogative of the Crown, fol. to. and Coke's Infiitwtes, fol. 73. tell us, 
That the fir{t Kings of this Realm had all the Lands of it. in theic 
own hands, and were the fole Proprietors of the who'e Ground ;. 
out it being now alienated and transferred from them, cither as; 
RAecompences tor Services, or as.Gitrs on the, {core of Frienciſhip 
and Bounty, or by way of Sale tor a valuable equivalent in Money, 
they that are become Poſicfiors cannot be difſcized of them. wichour 
a. Violation of Law, Honour, and Juſtice. So that Parliaments, 
nhowſocver and whenſoever th-y.came to be inftituted, they are 
now inco”forated into the.Con!ttirution of England as Apelles Pifture: 
woven. into Mimervas Shield, and cannot ccale to -have an Ingre-. 
diency-into the Government, withoue a diilolution of che whole 
Frame of it, Nor will it ever be the Intereſt of a King of England 
to lay aſide Parliaments, were it within the reach of his Power to - 
do it; and as a good and wiſe King wi.l never attempt it, fo a ty- 
rannous and arbitcary one will not be able to effe& ir, were he ne-. 
ver ſo inclinable, provided they behave themſelves fo, as not to - 
torfeit their Credit in the Nation. 'The only danger we car tall 
into.of having. Parliaments abolijhed, is ths Peoples growing weary , 
of them, and their being pravoked to hate them ; and. this- they 
both may and will have cauſe for, when Parliaments become not 
auly ulccls but hureful, When inſtead of preſgrying the Gravity 
v5 
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Of a Tegitive A/tſembly, and maintaining the Character of the 
R-preſentative Bo ly of a great and wiſe People, they turn more 
Mobbiſh than a Dover Court, and more rude and tumul:uous than 
the confluence of People when they meet a Billingſgate : Eſpecially 
when in the Place of continuing to be the Guardians of our Rights 
they prove the Betrayers of them ; and for Penfions and Brii:es fa- 
<rifice thoſe to the ambitious and covetous Luſts of an Uſurper, 
whole Properties, Liberties and Privileges, they were choſen to 
maintain and detend. And whenſoever they degenerate into this, 
the carrying and maintaining the Name of a Parliament will be to 
tar from preſerving unto them the Love, Eſteem, an! Reverence of 
their Country, that it will inflame their Rage, and quicken and 
heighten their Revenge. For when Parliaments not only forget 
their own Quality, and thereby tempt others to forget alſo ; but 
when they trangreſs and go beyond all the Limits unto which they 
are circumſcribed, and confined by the Confticution 3 and eſpe- 
cially when they come to perſue Ends direly oppoſite to thoſe 
they were at ficſt Erected and Ordained for, they will then pro- 
voke the People after their Patience is fpent, and their Preſſures 
increaſed, not only to deſpiſe bue to diſclaim them. And when 
thoſe Aſlemblies have under the Pretences of vindicating and aſler- 
ting the Libertics of their Country proceeded to abdicate their 
King, and to bring the Kingdom into an expenſive and ruinous 
War; and yet inthe mean time have under that Vizard and Mask 
proved Inſtruments of bringing the Nation into Poverty and Sla» 
very, and of promoting the Tyranny of the Uſurper, they will 
thereby exaſperare the People, how much ſoever ic may be againſt 
their furure and true Intereſt, not only to abandon the love and 
claim of Parliaments, but to be even defirous to have them annul- 
I:d and laid afide, as judging aliter illorum flagitins ſubveniri nm poſſe, 
that they cannot otherwiſe puniſh, ſtop, f-, give check unto their 
Crimes,as I have borrowed the words of Tacitus to expreſs it.Nor can 
I better give the Charadter of the two Revolutional Parliaments, 
and particularly of the #iig Members of them, than in the Words 
of the ſame Author, name.y, Ut Imperium evertant, libertatem pr c+ 
ferant, f perverterint, libertatem ipſam aggrediuntur ; that in order to 
dep5ſe and drive away the King, they tet up tor, and made a Shew 
of aQing for Liberty 3 but having compaſſed that , they have 
allaulted and fubverred Liberty ir ſelf. So that all they proteſted 


to have undertook and cxecuced againſt his Majeſty, for the Reco- 
very 
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very and S:curity of our National and Legal Freedom, was only 
that by enriching themſelves they might bring the _—_— into 
Indigency, Diſhonour, and Bondage. Nor are all their Votes, Re- 
folucions, and Acts, capable of any other ConltruQion ; or of ha» 
ving another Inſcription over them, than that quanto majore liber- 
$aths imagine tegebantur,tanto erupturs ad incenſius ſervitium ; te more 
they flacrered us with the ExpeRations and Hopes of Liberty, the 
more they were intended, at leaſt, lay in a Sublerviency to haſten 
and augment our Servitude and Thraldom : Yet as to all che hei- 
nous Miſcarriages I have now mentioned, I look no otherwiſe up- 
on them than a Diſeaſe and Plague that Parliaments are liable co 
degenzrate into -under an Uſurper, and that under a lawful and 
legal King they will again recover their ſound, healthful, and ath- 
tetick Temper. And that as they will not ceaſe to be a neceſſary 
and uſeful part of our Conſticudfon ; ſo they will always be held 
worely of the love and eſteem of the People, and both held and 
confided in as the Truſtces for their Liberties, and the Guardians 
of their Privileges and Rights. Yea, many Perſons in bath choſe 
Aſſemblies, which I have refleted upon , have offended more 
through the Example of him they advanced over them, than 
through the efficacy of their own ill Principles ; and have acted 
rather under the malignant Influence of the Prince of Orange, with 
whom inſtead of being puniſhable to do ill, ic is mericorious, than 
from their own Inclinations and Choice : So that their Faults may 
be called rather the Vices of the Age than of Mzn ; and more the 
Etfe&ts of an unjuſt Government than of perſonal Corruption and 
Pravity. And they may be ſaid to have done them , rather that 
they might be in the Faſhion, than that they approved and liked 
them. For as honzſt, juſt, and honourable Things are only then in 
molt eftzem, when chey are molt practiſed; fo lithonelf and un- 
j.it arenort thought very diſgracetul, when they are the Modes of 
the Court, For it is unlikely bur chat M-. Hungerford might. think 
ic a ſlight and venial Offtznce to take Twenty Gumeas of the Chamber 
of London, as he was Chair-man of thz Commicres of the Orphans 
Bill ; when the Prince of Orange, and his Broker Benting, are laid 
eo have received ve: y large bribes of che Eajt India Conpany for 
their Charter, which the Houſe of Commons expected thowd have 
been given gratis. And undoubtedly the worft Things practiled 
by ſome, have been hicherto winked and connixed ar by others, 
» Wot Our of enmity to their Country, bur in hatred co the Ularper; 
5B eat 
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that by the Miſchiefs accompanying Rebellion, thoſe Subjeas thas 
have only been ſo weak and fooliſh as to ſuffer themſelves ro be 
misled, may be the better cured of their Diſloyalty : And that by. 
what they teel and ſuffer under an unnatural Intruder into his Uncle 
and Father in Law's Throne, they may be the ſooner and more et- 
teAually converted to their Righeful Sovereign. And as for thoſe 
who have practifed thoſe Crimes from Inclination and corrupt 
Temper, they ſerve to ſhew what a miſerable Government this is ; 
where either a few' little profligate Wretches, or ſuch of higher 
Rank as are the moſt vitious and depraved in their Country, come 
to make a Figure as if they were a needful part of the State. And 
to fill choſe Seats, Places and Poſts, which uſed under good Reigns, 
and during the Sovereignty of Righeful Princes, to be both the 
Badges and Rewards of Vertue and Deſert. Nor ought we to 
deſpair, bur a time will come when the Nation will ſo tar recover 
xs Wits, as well as its Loyalty, as to make the Puniſhment of thoſe 
Miſcreants, and Afſaflinates of their Country , a teriqur to all 
othe:s from offending hereafter in the like kind. 

Bur though Parliaments have cither ariginally from the firſt Frame 
of our Government, or by acquiſition from Royal Grants, obtained 
that Room, Place, and Share in our Corſtitution, as gives them a . 
great, honourable, and neceflary Figure in the Eng/ih Government, 
and whereof no King can deprive them, while he aQteth legally 
and according to the tenor of our Laws; yet they are fo far trom. 
having an univerſal, unlimitted, and arbitrariqus Power, that be» 
ſides thoſe Reſtritions and Limitations which they are under by our 
Statute and Common Laws, whereof hereafter, they do alſo ſtand 
confined and regulated by the Nature and Quality of the very Con» 
Qicution, as to all the great Ends and principal Exerciſes of Pailia» 
mentary Power. For though Government, taken in the whole 
ccmplex of it, cannot fafely tubſiſt, and much lefs provide againſt 
all Emergencies, and occaſional Miſchiets and Inconvyenicncics, 
without beirg cloathed with, and having in ſome Senſe inherent 
in it, an abſolute and arbitrary Power. So that taking the whole 
compound, and all the conſtituent Parts of the Eng/iſh Government 
m their Bulk and Complex together, our Gove:ument is no les 
arbitrary and uncontined than the - Gore:nment of France is. But 
then that arbicrary an unreſtrained Power, as it referiech and 
belongeth not to the Executive Part of Government, but meerly 
and lo.ely to the Legrſlative ; (o it appettaineth.not to any. that have 
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Aeceffion nnto and Share in the Legiſlative feparate and' aparr 
from one another, or as they are taken disjun&tively and diſtribu- 
tively, but as they a& in conjun&Rion, and are taken colicetively, 
That is, although the whole Executive Power of the Government 
be in the King only and alone, and not any ways in others, than 
as they derive and receive the reſpettive Authorities and Branches 
of Power which the Law veſts in fuch and ſuch Officers, by and 
from his Nomination and Commiſſion ; yet neither the King fingly 
and apart, and much lefs either or both Houſes in feparation and 
disjun&ion from the King, can either Make and EnaR, or Repeal 
and Abrogate Laws. But then whereas the whole Executive Power 
of the Government lodged and truſted with the King, is in all the 
Paits of ir. placed in and and commirted to him. under the Di- 
retion and Circumſcrigtion of known and exi{tent Laws ; fo 
that his very Pierogative, which no Laws have nor can give par= 
ticular DireQions tor the Exerciſe of it, in all Caſcs and to all tae 
Degrees and Dimenſions that it may be needful as well as conve- 
nient, is nevertheleſs in all rhe juſt Exertions of it only beſides the 
Laws, but never can be pur forth rightcoully, no more than it: 
can be wiſely in oppoſition unto, or againſt them. Yea all rhe 
honourable Exerciſes of the Royal and Sovereign Prerogative are 
for, and ir order to the great End of the Laws, namely, the 
Pablick Good ; an4 thereby lic under the Guidance and Conduct 
of the firſt and higheſt Law of che Society, which is that of Salzs 
Populi, It is much otherwiſe as to the Legiſlative Part, by which 
the King with the Conſent of the ewo Houſes may witliout any 
toregoing Reſtrition- or Limication arbitrarily, and with an abſo- 
lutcneſs of Power, either ena and eſtabliſh, or cancel and abro- 
gace, whatſoever Laws he pleaſes ; provided they overthrow not 
the Conſtitution, nor alter the fiſt and main Eſſentials of it. Nor 
is the Legiſlative Power of France more deſpotical and arbitrary: 
than this 1s ( and no Man will ſay that the French King is arbi- 
trary, or as otherwiſe than according to his own Edidts in the 
Executive Part ) on!y we give it that Name, becauſe the whole: 
Legiſlative Right. and Authority is lodged entirely in that King, 
withour the Intervention, Concurrence, or Conſent of any others;, 
fave what is meerly obediential in Regiſtring his Edits, but noc 
Conſultative, and much lcfs in any Senſe Authoritative ; whereas: 
we preclude the Terms abſolute, arbitrary, and deſporical, out of 
the Scile of our Legillation, notwithſtagding it be ia reality and 
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eff:& ſo, meerly bzcauſe the whole Power of making Laws is not 
{o folely lodg:d in the King, as that he can do it without the Cone 
Currence anc previous Conſent of the ewo Houſes. 1 ſaid that the . 
Power of enacting and abrogating Laws is unlimitted and arbicrary 
in the King and the ewo Houles ; He and they aRing conjunRly, 
and each in their own and proper Spheres, pruvided chey be noc 
fuch Laws, nor Repeals of Laws, as do overthrow the Conſtitution, 
or alter or change the chief and principal Eſſentials of ir. For 
che preſervation of, and adherence to the Conſticution, is the Mca» 
ſure and Standard of che whole Legiſlative Power and Authority of 
England. Nor can the King grant, nor the ewo Houſes defire or 
acc2pt, nor all of them together in their ſeveral and reſpeRive 
ways or Concurrence and Influence into the making Laws, 
enaCt any ſuch Things, Que neque dari, neque actipi, ſalva Repub- 
tica poſſint, thac T may ule the Words of Tacitus, which may ſubvert 
or change the Nature of the Government. For as the Pariiament 
15 become an Ingredient into the Conftticution, in order to pre- 
{ive the Liberties and Privileges of the People, and not to betray 
them ; ſo they ſtand confined, limitted and reftrained , by the 
Form, Nature, and Quality of the Conſtitution, from all Right, 
Authority, and Power of making us Slaves, Bondmen, and Vil- 
lains ; and from ſurrendring, giving up, and parting wich our 
Fundamental Freedoms, Title to Property in our Goods and 
Eſtates, or any Thing reſerved unto us, when we entered into 
Society, and became SubjeRs of the Engliſh Monarchy. And on 
the other hand, the King hath alſo by the Frame and Condition 
of the Conſtitution, ſfach Monarchical Powers and Prerogatives 
reſt: in him, of which he is not Proprietor to diſpoſe and alie> 
aue, but Truſtee to keep and maintain, deſcendable to his Royal 
Eucceſors, having himſelf no higher or farther Intereſt in them, 
than of Tenent Right tor Life ;. fo that he ſtands reſtrained and dit- 
abled by the Conſtitution from parting with them. Nor can any 
Bill that hath both palled the rwo Houtes,and which is by the Royal 
Aſſene ratified into an AR of Parliament, diveſt him of, or take 
chem from him. 'Tis true, chat it faileth under the Power of a 
Puliament, no: only to make a Grant an 1Gitt to the King of {6 
niuch of the Goods and Eſtares of the SubjeRs as may be either 
necellary for the ſupport and ſplendor of his Sovereign Dignity, 
or needful to empower him upon all Emergent Occaſions to detend 
the Kingdom ; but they may likewils alicnace and take —_ 
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People, Qui nec totams firvitutem pati poſſunt , nec totam libertatem ; 
Who can as ill bear too much Liberty as too much Slavery, all thole pre- 
tended Privileges, and claimed Righes and Immunities, which na- 
turally rempt if not enforce them to be Reſtleſs, Turbulent, and 
Selitious : Put no Parliament hath or can have Authority to diveſt 
the Subjects of a Title or Rizhe to the Freedom of their Perſons, 
and of a Propurty in cheir Eſtates, ſave in Caſes wherein by the 
common and known Laws they are forfeged. And on the other 
hand, it lies under the Royal Power of the King to make ſuch As 
at the Defire and Petition of the Lords and Commons in the way 
of Bills, by which thoſe Flowers, Ornaments, and Pierogatives of 
the Crown may be alienated, and granted away trom it, which 
were needleſs, burthenſom, and obviouſly dangerous to the People, 
That thereupon Sovereignty in the Prince may amicably conhilt 
wich Freedom and Safety in the Stibject, and that our Princes may 
kave the Honour and Praiſe which Tac«xs gives Nerves, when he 
tells us, That res olim diſſociabiles miſcuit Principatum ac Libertatem ; 
He reconciled Sovereignty in the Monarch with Liberty mn the People, But 
then they can make no ſuch Acts ahd Statutes, nor will the Conſti- 
tution allow they ſhould, by which the King may either be barred 
of the Allegiance, Fealty, and Ohedience of his Subjects, or be 
deprived and diveſted of the Counterpart of ie, infeparaby appene 
dent unto and reſident in himſelf ; namely, of Truſt and Power 
to rule and defend his People. And ſhould either a Parliament be 
ſo paſlionate and encroaching as to preſent and demand theſe 
Things in Bils, or a King fo weak or indilcreet as to raiſe them 
unto the Title-of Laws, by giving the Royal Aſſent to them z 
yet they never would be goo.l and legal Acts, nor have the force 
and virtue of Laws, though they carried the Name, but they would 
ip/o fatto be void in themſelves, as being directly ay unte, 
and perte&ly ſubverſive of the Conſtitution. So that how large, 
excenſive, and unlimited foever, the Power of a King and Pailia- 
ment aRing in conjunRion may be ; yet there arc ſoine Eſſentials 
and Fundamentals of the Eng/y/b Government, whereot a few re- 
late to Phivileges incident to the People of England, as they are a 
free Nation ; and divers are intrinfical to the Royal Authority, [atd 
inſcparabi'e trom the Perſon and Dignity of the King that the 
very Conltizution makes them Sacredly unchangeable, and fers 
<b&m our of clic reach of King _ Parliamcne to meddle with, 
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And ſhould they ever attemps it, they would thereby immediately 
deſtroy themſztves, and become diveſted of all the Power and Aus 
thority they have or claim ; becauſe, deriving alt their Juriſditions 
from the Conltitution, and having no other Title to them but 
what that gives, whenfoever that is overturned and fabverted, all 
other Powers fink and fall with it. Nor is-there any Thing more 
common in our Books, than that norwithſtanding the Almightineſs 
of Parliaments, yet there are ſome Things that cannot be raken 
away by them, As no Atrainder by Parliament lies againlt a King 
rightfully gorten into. the Poſſeſſion of the Crown, bur he ſtands 
o fatto Guiltlefs and Innocent in the eſteem-and account of the 
w. Nor is « in the Power of a Parliament to take away or dil- 
poſe of the Right of a Kingdom, as the Caſe has it, 1 Hen. 59, Nei- 
ther can a Parliamenr barr a King of the Right of his Repality, as. 
that no Lands ſhall hold of him ; and therefore when there was 
an endeavour carrying on in the beginning of tho Reign of 
King Fame: the Firſh, to have taken away all Fennres by AR cf 
Parliament, it was refolved by all the Judges, That fach a Staruce, 
had it been enaRted, would have been a void Stature. This might 
be enlarged in many other Inſtances, but theſe are enough to iÞ 
luſtrate and confirm what 1 have mentioned ; only. before I diſmiſs 
this Head, give me leave to make thoſe Reflexions upon. the two 
Revoluticnal Parliaments, and their pretended Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedings, as will ferve to fet it in a Meridian Light, That they 
have not only exceeded the Bounds preſcribed in and by the Na» 
rare, Frame, and Quality of the Conſtitution; but they have al- 
tered,changed,ſfubverted and overthrown,the very Conftitution itlelf, 
and thereby deſtroyed the Ancient Legal-Government of England ; 
and have ated Traiterouſly towards their Country, as well as Trea- 
lonably and Rebelliouſly againſt the King. And to begin with 
ſame Inſtances in matter of FaRt, wherein they have departed 
from, and have acted in oppoſition unto all thoſe main Edlentials 
of the Conſtitution which relate to the Community, whole Truſtees 
they were originally intended tobe for the preferving the Conlti- 
rution entire and inviolated to them, and to their Poſterity. For 
Parliaments are fo far from being by their primitive Inſticution ap- 
pointed to be the Repreſentatives of the People, ro deſtroy that 
which was, and righttully ſtil} is, the Engliſh Government ; that 
the great end of rheir O-:dination, and ot their being ſucceſhvely 
cholen, trulted and empowered by the People, is that they may 
aller, 
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aMert, maintain, and'-wphold/'ir. Nor can Five or Six tinndtedÞ 
Men, though they were both cleazd by Six hundred thouſand, 
( which I am fure is a far greater Number tharr all the allowed 
EleRors of Members to Parliaments amounts unto ) and though 
they ſhould receive Credentials and Authorities from thoſe Llec- 
tors to alter the Government, ſtand empowered by thoſe ryeans. 
to do it ; but they ſhould and ought previoully to the attempring 
of it, to have cicher an antecedent Signification. of the Will and 
Pleaſure of the many Millions of the Community, and the Nation 
beſides thoſe, or to receive a Subſtiturion by and from them, by 
which they are made-their Repreſentatives and Plenepotentiarics to 
a for them in that matter, as they in their Wiſdom ſhall find to 
be moſt for the Safery, Good, and Intercſt of the whole Society, 
or of the univerſal Body of the People. But inſtead of this, nei- 
ther was the Community in the leaſt conſulted with, either as to- 
the knowing their Mind and Senſe in that Aﬀair, or as to the ob- 
taining from them a Deputation to att and do in their Namey and 
Room, whatſoever they in the Place' and Quality of Deputies 
ſhould judge to be neceflary and moſt uſetul. -Nor'yec came the'e 
Parliaments rogether authoriſed and empowered for any ſuch mar- 
ter, by thoſe few upon whom the Right of eleting Members af 
Parliament is devolved, for the tranſating Aﬀairs in ſubordination 
wito, conſiſtency with, and fubſervieney'ro the maintenance of 
the Conſtitution. Neither indeed could chefe Electors conveigh. 
any ſuch Righe, Authority, or Power umo them 3 ſecing all chav 
they ſtood in a Capacity to chuſe them for, was that they might 
be their Repreſentatives for the preſerving at the Conſtitution, and: 
tor the upholding of the Government on the Baſis and Foundation. 
vpon which it was originally eſtabliſhed, and did then ſtand. And 
yet theſe Parliaments have, in dehance' of all the Rules and Mca- 
lures of the Comftirutiom, and in a treacherous Violation of all the 
Truft and Contidence repoſed in them by their Country, changed 
the whole Eſſential and Fundamental Frame of the Government of 
England and from an Hereditary Monarchy have made it an Elettive.. 
For abſtrating trom the barbarous and treaſonable Injuſtice chey 
have done the King ( nll hereatter ) they have broken the Chair: 
of the Lizeal Succeflion ; and by dillolving that Link in the Inſti. 
ment and Machine of our Government, they have deſtroyed ir as 
to what it was, and what it ſtill onghc to be, accorume't bach ro 
the Fundamentals of our fi:lt Eſtablithment in'o a Policy, and whe 
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Common ahd Statute Laws of the Kingdom. And this are 
becone guilty of before God,” and accountable for in their Lives 
and Fortunes to | their Country, not only by barring the Right of 
the Prince of Wales, who is lineal, lawful, and immediate Heir eo 
te King his Father, and by their veſting the Regal Adminiſtration 
1a the Prince of Orange, previouſly unto the Claim and Title of 
the late Princels of Orayge, but by poltponing and juſtling ouc of 
its natural, lineal, and due Place, the Right of the Princels'of 
Denmark. And herein our unthinking, foft headed, Church of 
England Movarchical Men, have ſuffered themſelves to be wheedled 
by the Republican Whigs, into a Conſpiracy and Co-operation 
with them for the deſtruction of Regal Government. And by 
their having concurred to break the Line of the Deſcent of the 
Crown, they have made it impoſlible, on the Principles they have 
acted, to aſſert the Regal Form of Government in any conſiſtency 
wich themſelves, when they come to be preſſed on that hand by 
the Commonwealth-men. For by the ſame Topicks of Argumenta- 
tion, they may as wall be prevailed upon to put by and lay aſide 
any Heir to the Crown, as to ſhut our and debar the Right one. 
For as all that your Democratical People deſigned by ſetting up the 
Man at Kenſimgton, was only to make a Preſident whereby to uſher 
in, and give countenance to an Attempt againſi Royalty it ſelf; 
to having compaſled their end, they are cndeavouring all they can 
to drop that Gentleman, and to walk him as faſt as they can out 
of the Kingdom. And to be prepared tor the effeCting of whar 
they have in ProjeRtion, they are ſtudying by all traudulent Arts 
towards the Prince of Orange, and by all the Methods of Treas» 
chery to their Country, to wind themſelves into thoſe Poſls and 
Places of Intercſt, Authority and Power, by which they may be 
put into a condition, and enabled to accomplith it, For though an 
EleQtive Monarchy is the worſt Government that a People can fall 
under, yet the Republican #higs will not be willing to allow us fo 
much as that, but have in profpe& the laying aſide Kingſhip it 
{lf For as they know that it the choice ol a King were to be 
anade by the Pole, they are too few to carry it for one of that Fa» 
ion by majority of Votes, being in themſelves a very diminutive 
and narrow Party ; and only beclicved to be numerous, becaule 
they are mere noily than their Neighbours : So they would be 
loath to have it come to che Saber in the choice of a King, as 1s 


lometimes practiſed in the Dyes of Poland, the generality of the 
FaRion 
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Faction being daſtardly and cowardly, though extreamly huffy, 
while they imagine bes out of Me danger of Blows. And 
by. chat little knowledge T have of them, they will always be found 
more faichlefs, treacherous, and worſe Friends, than daring and 
brave Enemies. But it is hoped that the old Loyalcy of the Churcl: 
of England Party will rouſe it felt ont of that Lethargicalnefs inco 
which chey have been thrown, by theic Enemies concealed and 
covered under the Name of Friends ; and that upon revival and 
reſtoration of their former meaſure of Sincerity and Zeal for Mo» 
na:chy, they.-will not only ob viate and defeat che Deſigns of che 
Republicans, but make them feel rheir Reſentments for having 
wichdrawn , misled , and perverted them from ancient Princ:- 
ples. And indeed how artfully Z2alous and Induſtrious ſoever, 
Your Trenchards, Sommers, Riches, Clarks, and your Commonwealchs 
Men are, who being ſo well known I need not Name them, for 
the extirpating of Monarchy ; yet they are not very likely co come. 
paſs the extinguiſhing and aboliſhing of that primicive and ancient 
Government of chis Kin dom, though they may poſſibly it longer 
connived at embroil the Nation, and retard the Reſtoration for a 
while. But that is. che moſt they can effe ; ſeeing as they have 
no large or conſiderable Intereſt eicher in, City or Country, fo 
chey have neither Vertue, Honour, or any of thoſe Qualities which 
may gain the People, eicher to eſteem or to place confidence in 
them, and much le to follow them with hazard of Lives and 
Forrunes. . Byt.in the mean time what becomes true Engliſh Men 
ro think of, and to do to theſe Parliaments, which have altered 
and overthrown the Conflitstion that gave them the Right and Title 
to all they had, cicher in "che Freedom of their Perſons, or in the 
Property of their Goods. For they that have ſubyerted the Fun» 
damental Laws, will much more do the fame by other Laws, if 
their Power were but anſyerable co their Will. And they who have 
diſleiſed the King, Prince of Wales, and Princeſs of Denmark of their 
Right, do not out of Priacipics of Conſcience and Juſtice forbear 
to treat all Mankind at the fame rate.. Nor have theſe two Revolu- 
tional Parliaments been contenced with che altering of the Govern- 
ment, which both che Conſtitution barrs them from all rightful 
Capacity of doing, and which through the Intereſt rhat every Sub- 
x& has in it, is the higheſt Injucy and Wrong that can be done 
$0 every Enghſb Man, tor whole good Parliaments were originally 
deligned, aud not for their hurt ſe theſs two Parliaments have 

in 
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in Contempt of, and with the higheſt Violation of the Put 
damentals of the Conſtitution, made a Sacrifice to the Man at 
-Renſington of the Freedom and Liberty of our Perſons, contrary to 
all the Proviſions. wrapt 6p in the. Conffiturion for the preſerving, 
and ſecuring them unto us. For, Sir, ſuffer me to tell:you, Thar 
a Right and Title to the Freedom of our Perſons, fave where we 
are precluded from that Right by Crimes againft the Government, 
or againſt that Juſtice which is neceſſary or convenient to be obſer- 
ved amongſt Men, doth not accrue and ariſe unto vs either from 
Magna Charta, the Petition of Right, or the Statute of Habeas Corpus ;, 
but ie was reſerved unto us, and we were kept in Poſſeſſion of ir, 
by the very Nature and Frame of our Conſtitution. For our whole 
Government was founded upon that Suppofal and Conceflion, 
That it was to be a Government of and over Free-men, and nor 
of and over Villains and Slaves, And the Great Charter, and the 
ther Laws Which I have mentioned, did not create and give us 
a Right to the Freedom of our Perſons ; but they did only affert; 
vindicate, and fence it about. They. were not Laws of manumiF 
ficn from Bondage, but declaratory of our antecedent and inhc- 
rent Title to Liberty. They wicſted no new Ptivilege or Inheri- 
rance from the Crown for us, they only repoficeiſed us'in what we 
had been illegally and forceably <3:Red from. They do not make 
us a Title where we antecedenrly had not one; but do only clear 
up the Title which we had, and ſet it in a brighter Light. For 
we had the ſame Claim to the Freedom of our Perions before thoſe 
Laws were made which we have now ; chongh through the Faulr 
of thoſe that misled Princes, we were ſometimes wrongtully oured 
of it, and had not thoſe ready and effefual Remedies for reco- 
vering it, as we have by Magn Charts, and thoſe other ſubſequent 
Laws. Nor is it unwortby of Remark , that though ſome Kings, 
through the Influence and Advice of fome ill Miniſters, ha& now 
and then entrenched and made an Invafioh upon that Liberty of 
our Perſons, referved unto us in thoſe Fundamental Rules upon 
which the Government was eftabliſhed ; yer Parliaments were al- 
ways heretofore. Advocates and Patrons of the Sul-jefts Liberties. 
Lavs iclaring to the Freedom of our Perfons, leave Leen in fome 
Reigns, and by fome Judges eluded, and we have not had the 
fycedy and tuil Benefit of them'; bur there was, 1:c+er a Law, be- 
tore theſe unhappy and diſloyal Paritaments mai'c one, by which 
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ind be made - wr" without cauſe. For aRegaes 
Acts, by which they ſuſpended the Habeas Corpus Law, they tur 
ever Eoghſh Man 'out of his Birth-right, and ftript him of the 
valuable Blefling and Privilege of which he ſtood velted and 
poſſefled by the Fandamental Laws of the Governmene. And by 
the Authority which they cook. upon them to conveigh to tho 
Uſurper a Power of imprifoning: ſome, and deraining them in 
Cuſtody, without either ing Cauſe, or allowing the Injured 
thoſe Reliefs reſerved for us in the Conſtitution ; he and his Mi- 
niſters might have. impriſoned One hundred thouſand \ it they 
had wy to fay they ſnſpeted ſo many. And that mare were 
not thruſt into Goals than there were, was not from a natrownelfs 
of Power given to the Prince of Orange, ro whom they never gave 
ary Thing confined within the bounds of Diſcretion and Modeſty, 
no more than of Juſtice ; but from a Scarcity of honeſt: Men ac 
that time in-the Nation to merit- his Jealouſy. And it doth de- 
ferve your Obſervation, That by their fuſpending the Heveas Corpus 
AR, they not only alſo ſuſpended Magna Cherts, and the Petition of 
Right, but they ſhut ys: out both from the Benefir ob the, whale 
Common Eaw, fo far as it related to Liberty, and from- all-tbe 
Succours and Advantages to which we ſtood enticled by the Eflen- 
tials of the Conſtitution, upon which the Common Law. is only 
a Comentary. - For by all theſe we had a Right either to fue out a 
Habeas Corpus, Or to betake our ſelves to ſome of the other Mes 
thods, as thoſe- de bhomine replewiendo, de odio & atia, &c. which the 
Laws had provided for the Vindication and Recavery ot qur Free» 
dom : Bur by one Blow we were barred the relict and help of all 
the Laws of Ergland ; and were not only broughe into a State of 
Bondage and Villamage, but were put into a worle Condition than 
Bondſmen and Villains are. Seeing the 'Lord of a Villain could nos 
command another to quinn his Villain without cauſe-, as ap» 
pears/in- the. two Book of the Ups fol. 50. and 32-Ed:.4. 
fo. 253+ But the Prince of Orenge had a Power given him 40 res 
quire his-Secretaries, or. the Members of his Privy Council, to ja+ 
_ whomſoever he or they pleaſed, withoue the- afligning of 
is Cauſe for it, fave that they thought, fie to fuſpet them And 
whereas Villains; whea thrown into Priſon by their Lords, were 
not barred theduing outof a Kbeas Corpus, or.iof uling tome, orher 
legal means for. the Recovery ot their Liberty ; many of the Peers, 
Gentry, and Free-men of Exgland, have by two izveral Acts af 
thels: 
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cheſe Revolutional Pacliaments been-preduded figm all wa 
means of regaining their Freedom in a courſe of:Law ; | 
were reduced; during thetime of the force and operation of tha 

Statutes, in'e @ worle. State-than that of Slaves and Bowdmen, And 
ic would feem they had ia mind. by thoſe A&: | to eſtabliſh -and 
confirm the Ulurper's Conqueſt over the Kingdom, and to make 
us as much his Yaſals as the Llogds and Burners have endeavoured 
eo render us 5 aud to the, dilgrace of the Nation have hitherto 
eſcaped che being impeached for-it. . And ww”. Parliaments have, 
in th&ir Attings cowards the People, trangreſſed all' the Bounds to 
which they were oiucumfcribed ard contned, by the form and 
quality of the Conffitution; fo have departed more. extravas 
ganzly from all- the Fundamental Rules of - our Government in 
thoſe Things which they have acted traiterouſly and rebelliouly 
againſt . che King. 'Nor is there ſo much as one ſtep chat they 
have taken in their. Behaviour and Proceedings towards him, but 
what is directly repugnant unto, and ntrecly ſubverſive of the 
Conftitution. Ir 15 true,.that by the Nature, Kind, and Quality of 
our Government, every King of Ezglend ought to rule over us as 
over Free-men,. and according to thaſe Laws which ſhould at any 
time be enacted by or Sovereigns, by. and with che conſent of 
their great Council ; but it was withall provided and taken care 
for, in the very Mould and Frame of our tution, that the 
Perſon of the King, his Crown and Royal Digmty, ſhould be al 
ways dacred and inviplable. I do not fay that it was made Lay ful 
for a King to: oppreſs us, or to treat us in what manner he pleaſed 
but: inſtead of thar, he'was taught by the very Form of our Go- 
vernment that he was to rule over us for our Safety and Good, and 
eo-govern by ſuch Laws as we ſhould chuſe. Nor can any King 
do otherwiſe, without becoming guilty before God. both of great 
Injuſtice, and of Intidelity, in the Truſt that was repoſed in im. 
Buvm-caſethar rhrough anyincelle&ual and moral Detects in him- 
ſelf, or h the Influence and Advice of evil M:n about him, 
he ſhould be misled and carried todo otherwiſe, all that is then al- 
lowed us is to addreſs Goil by Prayers, and him by Petitions ; and 
after our- refuſing to be our telves the Inſtruments in executzag his 
Atbitraty aad Hlegal will, both co. complain of thoſe-that are, and 
ro 'perſue all the Methods of Law for getting them puniſhed. We 
always may, and-ought to pray, that our Kings may be good ; but 
we-are to bear with, and patiently to utter under chem, if they 
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be bad. Bonus voto expeterey wickſangee 
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his TS But Khould they either be fuc 
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ſhould they be ſo weak as to be the meer ties of bad Men 
admitted intn their Confidence ; like him of Tacitus lay 
Cui now Fudicium, non edu erat, nifs indica & Foſſe; _-me 
thing on his own Judgment and | bur at 
Pleaſure and Inſtigation of his Minions: Yet we are to 
and only to refer the revengi our Condition to God, w 
can make thoſe Kings that are hureful to their People, cither a 
terrour to themſelves , through inward Vexation and Horrouc 
while they are here, or. take them hence, and call them to a fe- 
vere Account at his own impartial and righteous Tribunal. Ac- 
cordingly it hath always been the Opinion of our Lawyers, ſave 
in Rebelkous Times, That though the King be under the Direfive 
Power of the Laws, yet he is not under the Coercive, And ſuffer 
me to cite a Paſſage of BraFon's to this purpoſe, where ſpeaking 
of the King of England, as he is and ought to be by the;Conſtitu 
tion, he fays, Nec poteſt 6 lent ioponere quod myurianm 
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ſuam corrigat & emendet cum ſuperiorem non habeat niſi Deum & ſats 
Ws ol ad B "rnd. expetter witorem ; None. can corre the 


quod 
ing in that be hath no Superior but God, and that will be cis Pundſh- 
ms that Le expel} qhe Lord for his Avenger. . Indeod the Conſticu> 
tion both inſtruts Princes for. what end we pitched. npoh . this 
Species and Kind of Regal Government, and dire&s them to rule 
for the Safety,. Intereſt, and Proſperity of their Subjets; bur therg 
is no «£7 Contra, nor. Stipulatory Agreement, by which it is 
fronks ,. That, if Princes. do not as they hauld, they. do cicher 
orfeit their Sovereign way or that we may lawtlully,. rebgl 
inſt and dechrone then. r do any Preſidents or Examples 
of that kind, as thoſe of depoling Edward the Second, and Richerd 
the Second, ſhew, that ic was lawful, or a Thing , that either the 
Cenfitwtion, or ſubſequent Laws, did authoriſe and countenance. ; 
bur they only declared what a, provoked Pang will ſomerimes do, 
though it be never fo much ;againR their Allegiance aud Duty + to 
their King, and moſt highly offenſive to Gail, Howeyer, wiveys 
dan oft legibus. non exemylis 3 we are to live according i the Laws, 
and not according to a few qpralions ul Practices. and —_ 
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nd is faffs is not always wa juris Not will the Repetition of 

vil Thin cange the Naruve, Of chemi, and render them Jaſti- 
fable. * 'For as karen , Mubtitudo criminuns, & 1m, 10 
peri at can be more inconf e- with the 
Fonairy of he Abies of the Abdication, than the King's being veſted by the 
Conſtitution with fach Incidents to Government as he in a dire& 
Contradition'eo TED either a legal or moral Capa- 
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Poxver and Right of Prace and War are wholy, folely, and un- 
alienably in the King, 'and that all che Subjets of England cannot 
make and denonnce War, Bilicere bellunms, withour him, as Coke 
wells us in his 7 Rep wm ' Nor need we go farther for underftanding 
the Nature Fe our Inſtitution in this matter, and for knowing 
what was involy'd and implicd in it,relative to- the particular before 
us,than to-thoſe many Seatutes that are Declarative and Explanat 
of the meaning of it. As that 13 Car.2. a#.6. whetein it is ena 
Thet the Solo, 8 NT Rn—_ Command, and' Diſpoſition of rhe 
Militia, and all Forces by Sea and Land, &c. Manhh hs Lone of 
England ever was, the andowbted Right of the Kings and Queens of = 
land : And that bath, or either Flmuſe; | Arr yy, wn 
wat fo gs ean, or lawfidlly ” paſo ov" levy 
War v4 bis Majeſty, wing toy Hetre and Lewfal Sp 
eeſfors, And hat we At, 13 Car. 2, wherein ic is pref 
That whoſoever fhall bold that both Houſes Parliament, or either Houſe 
of Parliament, m_ or warn ower without the King, ſhall 
wear the fs Fray, according to the Statute of 
tbe 16 Rich, 2.) yo we oick of the (ame Year of Car. 2. Which 
wade it Treaſon daring his tgp rg , Invent, deviſe of 
intend, 10 deprive and depoſe = the Stile, , or Kingly Name 
of the Imperial Crown of this The Preſident whercot we had. 
23 Els. namely, That whoſoever ſhall wiſh or deſire the Death or De- 
ion of the Queen, thar every ſuch ce ſhall be ec” Boy, 
GT wet Wn only ory that known Stature which _ FX 
Ie The 'o t Arms againſt the Pretence | 
ever. - And to hw the dnfnadance wheng] Fran divider Difloyal- 
ty; netwichftanding aft that cheſe Parkamencs have _ 
they bave ſuffered-all theſe Laws to remain ſt unrepeated,; to-re- 
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main Mommemns efrheir Treafonable Gail ;- and! to abide Warm 
nings to all Kings that ſhall come after, bow lictle Safe they are 
under the Fence, Covering, and Protettion of Laws, when t 
have falſe and treacherous Men to deal with. And that whi 
heightens the Crime, and enhaunceth the Guilt. of thoſe Parlia- 
ments, is that they have uſurped and exerted a Power inconfiſtenc 
with and ſubverſive of che- Confditution, in the abdicating and 
driving away a Prince, who was the leaſt chargeable with Miſcar- 
riages and Exceſles in his Government of any that ever fac n 

the Throne. For as his greateſt pretended Faults were rather Mi- 
ſtakes he was led into by others, than Injuries he chaſe to do of 
——_ ; ye nt them . gp from - of hone to his 

cople, and from an 4 making t appier t 

_ ing to be; and not from DifafſcRion to them, or _ 4 
fign to render them miſerable. ' Nor did thoſe flight Grievances of 
which his People ſo clamouroufly complained, flow from his be- 
ing a bad King, but from che having bad and treacherous Friends 
about him. For though no Prince did ever, by Condeſcention, 
m—_—_ and Confidence, deſerve:ts have had better Miniſters and 
Friends ; yet with reſpet to tao' many about him, few Princes 
ever leſs had them. So that what Tacitzs ſays of one may with a 
great deal of Truth be applied to his Majeſty, though not fo much 
to his Diſhonogr as to the Infamy of thoſe wham he employed 
and truſted ; namely, That Amics meruit, mage quans. babuis ; ke 
was worthy of fa riends, ratber than bad thew. 1 would not 
be thought to intend what I have ſaid of all chat had the Honaur to 
be eſteemed his Friends, Miniſters, and Servants, it being only de- 
ſigned to affet a few of them 3 bur they were ſuch as had free 
quenteſt and neareſt Acceſs to him, and: greateſt Intereſt in, and 
Influence upon his Councils, whom he t too much to be well 
ferved by them, and pur himſelf too much in cheir Power tohave 
them remain Faithful. For that of Tacitus will always hold true, 
Nec unquars ſatis fula potentia, ubi nimia eff. In a word, never did 
a People run' head-long into Rebellion and War, upon fo few 
and ſmall Pauls in Government, and f caly. to. have been borne 
with, or obviated in modeſt and legal ways. ' So that | had. the 
means which we: fied unto for Relief been Lawful ( whereas they 
were Criminal and Treaforable in the higheſt degree) yer it was 
the height of Folly-and Madneſs to uſe them upon ſuch Sight Oc» 
eafions, where: the- Remedy. hath. been. a Thauland' times m_ 
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i than ever the Diſeaſe could have been. Common Prudence, had 
| we renounced Loyalty, ſhould have taughr us, That Force: is ne» 
| ver t@ be prattiſed, where, Laws and humble Applications would 
| have ſerved z and that violent means ſhould not have been uſed, 
Il where gentle would have done. Non utendum 'o, lays Tacitms; 
| and I will add, mulro minus bello, ubi kegibus agi poſſn. And the mil- 
deft Character I can faſten upon our two Revolutional Parlkamentg, 
abſtrating from their Diſloyalty and Treaſon. is that they have 
been grawores remediis, quam delitta erant, they bave almoſt ruined 
and deſtroyed the Nation, on pretence of redrefling Trifles. Nor 
indeed was it atty Thing he either had done, or deſigned to do, that 
threw us into that brutal and difloyal Rage ; bur he was a Carbolick, 
and the Demagogues and Incendiaries had taught the weak and bi- 
gottad part of Proteftants to hate him for his Religion ; & iwviſe 
Jemel Principe, ſeu bene ſeu male fats premumt. When a Prince is 
once wormed out of the Love ot his People, whatſoever he then 
doth, though it be never ſo much for rhe t of his Subjects, it 
will be miinterpreted as. done to their, hurt. Nor will it ever 
ceaſe to be an Aggravation of the Guitt ot our Rebellion, chat we 
feared his Majeſty's redrefling what we had goccen repreſented un- 
©o, and believed by the Nation to have been illegal, grievous, and 
arbitrary. For moſt Men do now know, That if the Submiſſion 
which chey of College ſent up to my Lord S— to be laid 
before the King, come to his hands, it would immediately 
have Ropt all Proceedings againſt them, and have reſtored them 
fully to his Favour and Grace: But that Submiflion was concealed 
from his Majeſty not only out. of Treachery to him, but out of De- 
ſign to ſerve the Prince of Orange, in keeping on foot one of the 
great Deſigns of his Invaſion. And alchough the King gave large 
and uncontroulable Proofs of having Royal Inclinations, beyond 
what any King ever had that fat upon the Throne of this King- 
dom, of retrafting and redrefling all thoſe Things which he came 
to be convinced of to have been done amiſs and illegally ; yet 
that would not allay the Furious and Rebellious heats of chole who 
had a mind to enrich themſelves with the Spoils of the Crown and 
Kingdom. - And therefore when all Things were reſtored to the 
Stare and Condition, which his mo#t pcevilh Enemies would have 
wilhed or deſired to have had: them, yet the traiterous Fermenc 
was kept up ſtill in the former height. Nor doth any Thing better 
demonſtrate how imprudencly, as well as wickedly, we ebirotgd 
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of Five of the K wou'd be 
- have him here again upon the Terms he © before we 
ce him away ; and very 'many would think chemſeiyes happy, 
and account it a good Bargain, to have him here upen any. How 
little does the King's employing a few Catholicks in Civil and Mi- 
lieary Truſts weigh and amount unto, when laid int one Scale, + 
gainſt all che Blood that has been ſpilt, and all che Lofles that have 
been ſuſtained, and all the Treafure that hath been confumed for 
ſupporting of this Rebellion, when they are laid in the other Scale? 
And the Exchange we have made o infinitely for the worſe, ſhew- 
eth both our Folly, and is a juſt Puniſhmene of our Sin in making 
of it. Nor wanted there Truth or good Senſe in the Reply which 
a plain Country Farmer made to. his Neighbour, who was comr- 
plaining of the | ang. inſupporeable Taxes, and of the many 
other Lofles, Pretfures and Oppreflions, under which the Nation 
groaneth,, viz That NS 0 Be, Bleflings and A 
which: we had gotten a i wopping of Kings. For 
Man's lcels Finger is much heavier than the Ling! ins Were. 
His Majctty: loved his People, and wonld have been contented ro 
have made them happy at the Expence of his own Prerogative,and 
with ſome diminution of his Sovereign Righes : But this Intruder 
into the Throne hates both Country and People, and only uferh 
us in the Service of his own ambitious Ends, and to gratify che 
Rapacity and Covetouſneſs of his beloved Dutch. And in the ſame 
manner that Solemosn diſtinguiſhed the trae Mocher from the falſe, 
namely, by the compatflionate, tender, yearning Bowels of the one, 
and the inhaman, barbarous wy > the other, may we difſtin- 
guiſh our Righcfnl King from the Uſurper , and learn which of 
them we are in Darty to chuſe and obey. I might add , as a fut- 
ther Aggravation ot the Foily of thoſe ewo Parliaments in what 
they have done, That by their violating the Conſtication to the 
Injury of the King , they have ſet a Pattern as well as given 
P:ovocation to ſome brave and daring Prince, that may here» 
afrer fit upon the Throne, to do the like in prejudice of the Sub- 
jet. For it is the ſame Injuſtice ( abſtrating from Treaſon ) in 
the People to rob the King of his Crown _ Dignity, as 'K 
would be in a King to invade the Liberties and Properties of his 
People. Nor is it more unlawful for the« one to overthrow the 
Conſtitution, and change the Government, than it is for the ether 
todo it, -Not that fuch a Thigg is to be feared, So SO 
+ V 
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deſerved it. For though ſore SubjeAs may grow Rich wu 
ing the Crown, yet no King mat gr porn areat 
or Opulent by breaking in upon the'Ptivileges of the People. And 
therefore he will forbear ir out of Intereſt, it he ſhould not- out of 
Duty. And he will keep to the Terms of the Conſtitution upon 
Morives of Wiſdom, ſhould he not be inclined to do it upon In- 
ducements of Juſtice, For whenſoever a King of Great Brut ain in- 
fults over his People, he immediately finks himſelf into a Condition 
of being contemned and deſpiſed by all the World. 

1 might alſo, Sir, lay betore you, how that Parliaments are not 
only in the Exc:cifcs of their Parliamentary Power under the Di- 
reftion and Coniinement of the Bilential and- Fundamental Rules 
and M-aſures of. the Conſtitution 3 but how they are under the 
Regu ations, Limications and R::{triftions, bottv of our Common and 
Statute Laws, For as their Bong is a legal Being ; their Capacities 
under which-chey fit and a. legal Capacities; their Buſineſs and 
Employment, a legat Employment ;:and-the Ends they come to- 
gethe: #517, legal Ends : So they are in all theſe, and in all the Con- 
cernments they aſſemble, confule, or'a&t abour, under rhe Influ- 
ences, Direction, Condue. ani R:ttiifion of the Laws. Though 
there be a Proviſion made in the Conſtitution, that at Times and 
Seaſons, and upon ncceſlary Exigencies' and Occafions, and for 
needful anc) indiſputable Ends, there ſhould te Partiaments, and 
that it is the Right and Due of the People of England co have them; 
yet they do reccive their aftual Exiſtence, and come into! Being by 
the Fiat oi Sovereign Authority, and by the King's Writs. thar raiſe 
and aſſemble rhcm. And they would according to the Common 
Law be a riotous and tumultuous Rout, and noi a Parliament, or a 
legal Aſſembly, ſhould they meer witchour being calied and raifed 
into their Exiteiice by the creative ras of the King. And ſup» 

ſe that thoſe Laws of Ed.z. were yer in torce, for our having 
Denon once a Year, or ottner it there be need; or ſuppoſe 
there were, or be any ocher exiſtent ſtanding Law, adjuſting and 
defining the Times and Seaſons, within the Compals and Circle of 
which we ought ani are to have them: Yet it. is not only from 
the Regal Auchoriry in gramiing thoſe Laws, that it comes to be 
our Claim to have them within the Founds of ſuch Periods of time 
but the pertorming and putting in Execution what fuch Laws cnat 
and direR, is {til 4> lodged in the King, that unlebs be pleaſeth to 
call them by. his Royal #rits, they have no Power co meet = 
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withſtanding thoſe Laws. And ſhould a King omic the iſſuing out 
his Frits whereby to call them at, and within thoſe Seafons, ir 
would poflibly. be a Failure in his Adminiſtration, and in the exe- 
cutive Part of his Government ; but our Remedies in that Caſ- 
were only Patience, and humble Applications to the King, by de- 
cent-and modeſt Petitions, for his vouchſafing to give us the Be- 
nefir of thoſe Laws. For after all the Laws that can be made for 
adjuſting and derermining the Times for the meeting of Parlia- 
ments, yet the Power to call them remains {till ſo infeparably inhe- 
rent in the King, that they cannor aſſemble, nor riſe and ſpring 
up into Being, but in the Virtue, and by the conſtirutive Power 
ot his Writs: Nor . when allembled can they continue a Moment 
longer in their Exiſtence than he thinketh fit to allow ; but they: 
are diſſolyvable, and became actually diſſolved, when he pleaſerh 
to pronounce them to be ſo. And were there a Pretence of Claim 
reſulting to Pailiaments, when once called and aſſembled, thac 
they ſhould continue to-ſic till all the important Petitions of the 
SubjeRts were anſwered, as is {aid to have been the Practice during, 
the Reigns of Hen..4 Hen 5. and ſome part of the Reign of Hen. 6. 
yet this would not diſable the King from diſſolving them in the I=- 
terim, and antecetently to their making Anſwers to ſuch Petitions, 
though poſlibly his doing ſo may be (tiled Irregular. And as Par- 
liaments both come in:o Exiſtence, and fall into-Diſſolucion, by 
the Will and Pleaſure of the King, exerced- in the known Methods 
of Regal Adrniniſtration : . So while they are permitted co fic, they: 
can neither make nor repeal a Law withoue the Royal Aﬀent,. gi- 
ving the legiſlative and enating Efficacy to their Bills, which in: 
the Language of former Ages was called, the giving Anſwers to-their 
Petitions. Nay, ſhould Parliaments.prepace Bills concaining in then 
no new Demands, or Proviſions of Satety and Advantage. co the 
People, bur only claiming a declarative Contirmation of what al- 
ready belongeth to the Subjes by Antient Laws ; yer even. a. Bil 
of that Nature, which harh che quality of a Petition of Right, cannot 
grow. up and commence into a Law, bur by the King's. Soit Drogt: 
fait comme il eſt deſire, Let Right be done as is defired.. | might add; 
how Parliaments are under the Dire&ion of the Laws, boch with: 
Reference to all che ſeveral Capacities in which chey fit, and wich 
Reſped to all the principal Matters they are ta meddle with. Fcs 
Example ; whereas the Houſe of Commons beiog once legally meer, 
doth, litin a fowrfolg Capacity 3 namely, as the great Repreſentative 
Qt. 
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of the Community for relieving the King's Wants, and enabling him 
both to detent the Kingdom, and to live in a Port antwerable to 
his Royal Dignity : And as the grand Inqueſt of the Natien, for in- 
qui:ing into Grievances, and proſecutmg Offenders : And as a 
part of the King's great Councsl, to give him Advice in the quibuſ- 
dam Ardus about which he calls them: And as part of the Legiſla- 
tive Body of the Kingdom, to prepare or concur / to ſuch Bills as 
are to be offered to the King for the Royal Aﬀent. Now in all 
theſe feveral Capacities they are to at under the Regulations and 
Reſtrifions of the Law : Nor are they in any of them to at Ar-« 
bicracily, but ro behave themſelves in every ane of them accor- 
ding to the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Land, the Rules and Me- 
cthods of Parliament, and the Paterns and Examples of turegoing 
Ages. Now'it were caly to ſhew, beyond all poflibility of being 
rationally contradicted, how the two late Aſſemblics,abufvely (tiled 
Parliaments, have in all thoſe Capacities departed from, exceeded, 
and tranſgrefled againſt the known Laws of the Kingdom, and the 
Rules of Parliaments, and the Examples and Preficents of former 
Ages. For as the preſent Afeembly of Men at Weſtminſter, which 
paſſeth under that Name, met and have fat upon the Wr#s; of an 
, Who hath no more legal Power to call and ſummon a 
Parliament, than a Fack Kade, or a Perkin Warbeck, have : So that 
Company {tiled a Convewtion came together upon the Invication of a 
Perſon who at that time, even upon their own Principles, had not 
a Shadow or Umbrage of Righe for calling them ; but what a Ma- 
fiancile, or a fortunate Robber, may at any time claim. And their 
meeting under the Norion and in the Qualicy of a Convention, which 
is & Term that hath no Exiſtence in our Law, clearly demonſtrates, 
That the Thing {6 denominated muſt by conſequence be altogecher 
and wholy illegal. Nor had they any more Right for their coming 
ether, and ——_— Prince of Orange's Invitation, than 

d Rove tut an y of Rioters have to diſpoſe of other Mens 
Properties, and to tranfer their Eftares. it is wichoat Prefi- 
dent im any Age, fave in Times of acknowledged Ulſurpation and 
Rebellion, That a Company of Men, pretending to no ocher Stile 
fave that of a Convention, ſhould change and transform themſelves 
into a Parkement, and be the Creators of themſelves imo a Createre 


Which they were not before. Nor are any of the M-'a 


riors in Orvd, though all meerly Poetical and Fabulous, fo ridicu- 
tons and extravagant 8s that- of the Conventions trandlating it felt 
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into a Parliament, For all theſe of that ious ahd witty Port, 
fave where the feigned and es Gods eaſing put on-and 
aſſumed new Shapes, were the and Operations of pretended 
Deities upon interior and different Beings: But that Parliamens made 
of a Convention was a Produttion and Generation of ic (elf into = 
Creature ſpecifically diſtin from it ſelf, and that by no higher or 
-other Power than its ewn.' And were ir not for- the wotul and 
ruinous Effets which they have cauſed produced, the rea- 
ſonable Part of Mankind would have upon that Transforma- 
tion as a Picce of Legerdemaine, and a Trick of Mountebanks where- 
by to divert the Idle, and make ſport to the Kingdom. And it i 
hard to forbear being pleaſant upon it, and rhe expoling it wich all 
the keoneſs and piquancy of a jult and deſerved Railery ; but that * 


the many Miſchiefs which they did the Nation, and the Poverty, 


Slavery, and Bondage, which they have derived upon us, will noe 
allow, bur do forbid the being merry and j I might ſubjoin 
how bork the Parliaments, fince the Revolution, have thametully 
excceded the Bounds which Laws and Preſidents ſhould have re» 
ſtrained them unto; and have ventured upon Matters which lay 
wholy out of their Cognizance, and beyond all the Precinds of 
their Legal, Rightful, and Parliamentary Power. The time was 
when a Heuſe of Commons did fo well underſtand the Limits of 
their own Sphere, and the Boundaries within which they were to 
move, that when lawful Kings have asked and prayed their Advice 
in matters out of the Circle of their Province, they have excuſed 
themſelves from giving it ; and have declared that they were Things 
of ſo high a Nature, and fo m_— incident to the Royal Dig- 
nity, that they neicher could nor durſt meddle with them. And 
therefore when Recbard II. axed the Opinion and Advice of the 
Honſe of Comment about the way and manner bd oy theWat 
he was engaged in againſt France, they anſwered, Nee doe nee ſoloit 

aine al exx mes: al Rei, They neither ought wor afed to belong wnte 
them, but the King ; ce the Parliament Roll, 6 Ric 2. par. 2. pag.9. And 
when Edward WW had deſmred the ſame Thing of the Commons in 
reference likewiſe ro his War with Fraxce, and abour the guarding 
of the Sea Coaſt, the Commons make Anſwer, Qu'ils ne ſon; charge 
« councell doner al choſe des 'quel ils n'ont pas cognaiſance, That they des 
Fred nat tobe charged to give their Advice m & matter whereof they can 
Take ay, ſee the Parliament Roll of #he ig Ed 1. per.1.n. 2, 
The like Anſwers were made by Ar” Tang of Commons the _ 
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of Ziw. 3. and the 9th of Ric. 2. And whereas in all the Regat 
Writs for the calling of Parliaments they are required to meet and 
come together to give the King their Advice, it is always with this 
expreſs Limitation, That he deſires their Adviſe pro quibuſdam ar- 
duc negotizs nes & defenfionem Regni noſtri Anglia, & Eccleſia Angli- 
cane Concernentibus, About ſome Affairs which concern the Defence of bim- 
felf, the Kingdom, and the Engliſh Chlarch. Bur theſe Parliaments in- 
Itead of coming» tog:ther ro Advice and: Provide for the Defence, 
or for the Reſtoration of their Rightful King, they firſt abdicated 
bim, and have then impoveriſhed the Nation, by maintaining an 
expenſive War to hinder his Retarn. Inſtead: of confining theme 
{elves to. qua dam ardus Regni, they have ſtruck at the King's Perſon, 
Crown and Dignity, and have medled as boldly in changing the 
Polity of England, as if they had been: determining about ſome little 
Privilege of their own Houſe, or had been meerly concerned 
about the Ej<Rting or Impriſonment of one of their Members 
Bur though all of them have-been leſs. or” more involved in 
theſe Crimes,' yet many became Accefſary to them to prevent 
worſe, namely, to.obviate a civil War, and to hinder a Republick 
upon the next voidance of the Throne, And they. have ſubmit 
ted both to defile and wound their Conſciences, that they. might 
ecitify their Love.and Zeal for the Monarchy, and coverand conce.Al 
their Loyalty to the King. Rather than pur themſelves out of Ca 
paciry of aſſerting and upholding che old Engliſh Regal Form of Go- 
vernment, when it.-.comes diretly ro be attacked, and of doing 
the King ſervice when an Opportunity offereth ; they. have been 
contented to undergo a Stain upon their Honour, as well- as the 
having their Loyalry brought under an Eclipſe. For it comes to 
paſs in theſe Epidemical and Raging Diſt-mpers off Kingdoms, as 
u did in the great Plague of Athens, of which Thucyd:des {peaks ; 
whereof as. moſt died, fo thoſe who eſcaped with their Lives were 
all. left detormed and maimed ; one loſing an Eye, and another a 
Limb, bus hardly one preſe: ved from. viſible and disfiguring De- 
fefts: But while thoſe wilful Crimes: in many, and human Frail 
tics in all, have cut oue much work to themſelves for Repentance z 
fo they will only ſerve to furniſh the injured and good King with 
a large Occaſion and an ample Theater of diſplaying his Mercy 
and Grace. Nor are there any fo heinous Offenders. agairſt him, 
whom. he is not ambitious as well as ready.to forgive ; if they will 
but make themſelves fo far capable at Pardon, as. to. deſire and 

accept 
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accept it: And to have any deſpair of his Grace, provided they 
will repent and return to their Duty, - would both more grieve: and 
offend him, than all they have done in depoſing him, and driving 
him from his Kingdoms. Nor doth he queſtion: but that moſt a4 
thoſe, who have both refuſed to have him Reign over them, and 
have been ready to abjure him , will whenfoever they are con- 
verted, be not only the moſt-zealous in Loyalty themſelves, bue 
the forwardelt to confirm others in their Fealty. Neither will any 
thing be more pleaſing and delightful to the King, than to fee thoſe 
love much”to whom much hath been forgiven. 

But abſtrating from the Diſloyalty: of thae Aſſembly ſtiled ae 
preſent a Parliament, and its Nullity on that foot to be legally 
one, and granting to thoſe Gentlemen altcheir own beſes hows 
treaſonable» and rebellious foever they. be; yet I ſay, that accords 
ing to all thoſe Laws which themſclves own, and profeſs to be both 
under the Obligation and Guidance of, they. ceaſed to be a Parlice 
ment; and became diſſolved in Law upon the Death of the late Prins 
ceſs of Orange. For admitting the Prince and Princeſs tohave been. 

ng, and Leen, and that they had a Rightful and Legal Awbority 
to Call a Parliament, and that this Parhament was duly choſers 
lawfully aſſembled, and fat veſied with all the Power of acting in 
thar Capacity that ever any Parliament did ; yet I do: both repeat 
and affirm ir, That fince the Death of the Princeſs of Orange. the 
have been no Parkement, and have no otherwile. continucd to x 
leſs their Seats, and to a in the Quality and by the Stite they. 
have done, than by a molt illegal and unpreſidented Ulurpation. 
Of all the Parliaments that ever were, none had that ſeeming $e- 
curiey to make their Sitting everlaſting, as that which met the. 
Third of November, 1640. It, having been enacted in fayous of 
the Continuance of that Parliament, That it ſhould nor be-provegued, 
adjourned, nor diſſclved, but. by and with their own Conſent, and by A 

Parkament. And yet all the Lawyers are of Opinion that it be- 
came diſfolved 4». 1648: by the Death of King Charles. the Eft; 
whoſe Writs had raifed it into Being, and given Exiſtence to in 
And accordingly the Parliament of the 13 Car. 2. took-it for grar- 
ted, That i was wndeubtedly diſſolved and determined, and thereupen 


declared and. adjudged it to be fully diſſolved and determined ; Cap. 1. 


Though there had never any A palted tor the difſolving of ir, and 
conſequently in the Opinion of thoſe who made thar Scature 1663; 
K mult have come ta be diflolved by.che Dearh.of King Charles ther 
| Ent 
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Frje who called it, and to adviſe with whom it affembled and 
met. For as t@ Ofver's turning thoſe Members forceably out of 
tlic Houle, 'that could be no legal Diſſolution, if after the Dearh 
of Charles the Firſt they had a legal Right to continue to fit, until 
both themſelves confent that they might be diflolved, and 
until an A# were paſt for their diſſolution. 1 do confeks that the 
22rute 1640, which I have mentioned, was one of che greateſt En- 
croachments upon the Regal Power that ever was, atd therefore 
in my Opinion was void in it ſelf, becauſe of the dire&t repugnar- 
cy in which it lies to the Eſſential Rights of the Sovereign, and of 
its Irreconcilablenels ro thoſe Incidems which are inſeparable from 
Royal Power. And as by the Evert, The day that King 
Charles gave the Royal Aſſent to that Bill, he put the - oue 
of his own hand, and the Sword into the hands of his Enemies. 
Which made the Earl of Dorſet falure the King the nexe Morning 
after his paſſing the Bil by the Scile of Fellow Subje# ; becauſe he 
had by that At transferred Crown, Sword and Scepter, to the 
Parliament. And Archy, the King's Fool, being asked whether 
the King had done well in paſling that Bil ? Antwered, That he 
knew not whether the King was the greater Fool to pals it, or they 
the greater Knaves to ask it. And I have been told that the grea» 
teſt Lawyers at that time in the Kingdom ſaid, That it was void in 
it ſelf, And indeed the Law preſuppoſeth that all the Grants and 
Conceſſions of the King are to be conſtrued to be made with this 
Proviſo, That they are granted falwo yure Cormme. Bur to proceed 
in what I have undertaken to lay open and demonſtrate ; namely, 
That ſuppoſing the King to have been legally and juſtly Abdicated 
and Depoſed, and that his Sev, the Prince of Wales, wes rightfhily 
and lawfully Barred and Precluded, upon the Score and Foot 
Suppoſticiouſneſs , from ſucceeding mymediately to his Father 
( though all that was done Traiteroully and Rebelliouſly ) yet this 
Parliament ceaſed to exiſt, and became diſſolved by the Death of 
the Princeſs of Orange. For thele very Gentlemen will not deny, 
neither can they upon their own Principles, that upon the Abvica- 
tion of the King, and the Excluſion of the Prince ot Wales, the Prim 
eſs of Orange became immediately veſted in the Sovereignty, as 
having therein an Ef ate Tale, unkls ſhe had been ſhut out by ſome 
AQ or Statute, exprefly made to exclude and barr her ( though 
indeed ſuch a Statute would have been in it ſelf void and treaſon- 


able.) For according i the Randing, known, and —_— 
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Laws of this Kingdom, the Crown of Ewglend upon every Voidance 
of the Throne, is to defcend to the next lineal and immediate 
Heir, Female as well as Male, and the ſaid Heir ( according to 
their own diſloyal Hypotheſes ) unleſs barred by ſome AR of Par- 
liament, becomes actually veſted in all che Rights of the Sove- 
reignty. Accordingly we have not only a Law in force at pre- 
ſent, by which ir is declared that rhe Law of rhe Realm is, and ever 
bath been, and ought to be underſtood, that tbe Kingly and Regal Office of 
this Realm, and all Dignities and Prerog atives Royal, &c. berg inroefted 
either in Male or Female, are, be and ought to be, as fully, wholy, ab+ 
folutely and entirely, deemed, judged, accepted, inveſted and taken, in 
the one as im the other &c. 2 fer. 1 Mar. cap.1. but we have alſo ano- 
ther Sratuce in aQtual being, ſtiled an A# of Recognition, that the 
Crown of England is lewfully deſcended to King James, (wit. the Firf) 
his Progeny and Poſterizy, which containeth the Words following, 
That we being bound hereunto by the Laws of God and Man, do recoy- 
nite and pur borer that rmmediately upon the wo and Deceaſe 
of Queen Elizabeth the late Queen of England, 7 ial Crown of 
the Realm of England, and of all the Dommions and Rights belonging to' 
the ſame, did by inberent Birth-right, and lawful and undoubted Succeſs. 
fron, deſcend and come to your moſt Excellem Majeſty, as being Lineally, 
goth and Lawfully, next Heir of the Blood-Royal of this Realm, "Vc." 
that nothing can be more demonſtratively Evidene, than that 
upon whatſoever Hypotheſes or Principles the Conventieniſts, and thoſe 
who have ſucceeded them in this Parliament have atted ; yet that 
immediately upon the Voidance of the Throne, by the abdication 
of the King, and the barring the Prinze of Wales to ſucceed, the 
whole Royal Power became veſted in the Princeſs of Orange, And 
though the exerciſe and execution-of that Power came to be lodged 
in the Prince her Hushand, yer that it was in the Adminiſtratiorr 
of the Power of Sovereignty, which by the Laws apperrained un- 
to, and was cf{entially Rated in her, which they ncither id, nor 
prerended to take from her ; but the whole which they afſamed 
and rook upon them a Right to do, was to make a Donation, Coms 
munication, and Conveyance of the fame Royal Dignity, with 
all ics Powers, Prerogatives, and Juriſdictions amro him. And 
whereas therefore the Regal Power was owned and acknowledged 
to reſide likewiſe in the Princeſs, thence it was that her Nune was 
nled in the whole executive Part of the Governmene, and that not 
m Compliment, end mcerly to teſtify _ and Deference, 'but 
| ay 
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as indiſpenſably , on the foot of the Soy ty, [i 
Cn | ng. Ih ſhe ſtood ring Tap; 
ſeſſed, and veſted. So that unleſs her Name bad been mentioned 
in all the executive Ads of Government, all thoſe As would have 
been in themſelves void, illegal, and null; though the want of 
the Stamp and Impreflion upon them of a Perſon that liood cloathed 
with the Sovereignty, And as .to thas ſeparating in the late Prins 
ceſs of Orange the exerciſe of the Regal Power frum the Royal Dig: 
nity, and trom the Juriſdictions and Authorities belonging to the 
e, ir r.0t only looks like unto, and indeed is a plain and mani- 
feſt Contradition ; but it was done in revival of that old Repub» 
lic:n and Traitcrous Propoſition and Notion, of diltinguthhing and 
ſevering between the King's Perlon and his Authoriy ; and was. 
intended by the crafty Suggeftors of 'it for the Service of a Com- 
monwealth Deſign, when. an Opportunity and a Ccanvenient Sea- 
fon do offer. For if one Parliament can take the entire and full 
"Exerciſe of the Royal Power and Government from and ouc of 
the hangs of a Quecex, whom themſclyes acknowledge to have been 
weſted in the Royal Dignities, with all the Honours, Stales, Titles, Re- 
galities, Prerogatroes, to the ſame belonging ; another Parkiament may, 
by the ſame Right, and with the like Juſtice, take the whole cxe- 
cutive Power, and the entire Admimtration of the Government 
from any King or Queen whatſoever ; and may pR it in toh, 
or in cither of che Houſes, or in whom elſe they pleaſe, So that a 
King of England may come in time ( and by this Preſident, it a= 
lowed, cannot —_ it) to be a meer Pageant; a King having a 
lorious and guilded Title, bur made che uſzleſs to all the great 
Is and Purpoſes of one ; and who will ſerve only to bs gazed 
upon, tO have the Knee bowed to him, and to be made a publick 
Mockery and Derifion in all the Regal Acts of the Government, 
by having his Name mentioned, while others have the Exerciſe, 
and are in the Exertion of the whole and entire Sovereign Power. 
Nor was the late Princeſs of Orange, upon the Abdication of the King, 
and the Excluſion of the Prince of Wales, meerly ſeifed and poſlet- 
{ed of the Sovereign and Royal Dignity over this Realm, as ſhe 
was next lineal and immediate Heir to his Majzſty ; but ſhe had 
alſo the legal Authority and Power granted and conveyed unto her, 
the Gitt and Donation of the Convention, which the preſent Par- 
nent inſtead of controuling, ret:2Ring and annulling, did re. 


6ognize, own, and confirm. Nor had ſhe meerly the. bare and 
nake 
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naked Name of iven and conreyed unto her, bur fie was 
declared to be veſted wh the whole and eryire Royal and Sove- 

ign Power, ſave that the Exerciſe of ic, was limitted and confined 
wo the Prince of Orange. Now you muſt not think that I am fo 
thoughtleſs and weak as to endeavour to prove her being poſleſſed 
of the Sovereignty, and her being cloathed with the Royal Juriſ- 
diction, becauſe Treaſon might have been commuted againtt her, 

ea and againſt her natural Perſoc; ſeeing it was not only made 
High Treaſon by. - _— of os. a Parl. im the rf De by 
Maiy, to compaſs the Dedrh ; hip, or £0 | : 
Stile or King Honour of this Cor. ; but becauſe it had allo ancient= 
ly been Treaſon by the Statute of the 2.5 Ed. 3. #9 compaſs the 
Death of the King's eldeft Sam and Heir, to violate the oe argu 
ar the K; byes fn es or the Wife of the King's eldeſt 
Son and Heir, ar ts 49 the Chancellor, Treaſurer, or the King's Fuſtices 
of the one Bench or the other, Juſtices ms Eqre, or Tuſtices of Aſpſe, and 
all other Juſtices aſſigned to bear and deternoine, being in their Places, and 
ching che Offices. But I will do it by laying betore you ſo much of 
the late 4& of Pariament as relates to m purpole 3- which thar I 
may give the greater light, firength, and vigour unto, I ſhall like- 
wiſe repreſent to you the AR of the 2 Parl. of Queen Mary, which 
was held in the f-f Year of her Reign, chat by your Obſervation 
thereupon, in what different Terms, and enlarging Expreflions of 
Power, the Princeſs of Orange was made, declared, and enacted 
£ucen , from thale by which Philip ,was precluced and ſhut cur, 
from the having or exerciſing the Regal Power, even when he was 
honouced with the Regal Stile and Dignuy ; 2ov may eaſily and 
tuily know, that the whole over uy: and Regal Power and Ju- 
riſdiction, were in the late Princeſs, whereas no part of them was 
allowed to Philip: For at the ſame time, and by the ſame Statute, 
when and by which Philip had the Royal Stike, Tile and Honour, 
given and imparted unto him, and was conſtituted and pronoun- 
ced King, elevated above the Quality of a Subjet, which a King 
or Queen Conſort are nor, it wag ordained and enacted, That rbe 
Queen might and ſbould ſolely, and as ſole Queen, uſe, bave, and enjoy 
the Crown and Sovereign:y of and over all rbeſe Realms, Dominicns. and 
Subjetts, with all the Preeminencies, Prerogatiwes, Dignitits, Autbori« 
ties, Furiſdittions and Hinours, therewnto belonging, Cc. Hnd that na 
Right or Claim of Sovereignty ſhould be given, come, cr graw wnto the ſaid 
Phalip, ever theſe Realms and Dominions. But now tlis A# pt Sertle» 


ment. 
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wo, in and by which a Donation is made of the Crown and RAadl 
Dignity to the Prince and views of Orange, runnzth in a'much other | 
and tar different Stile. For after that Aſſembly had aſſumed andq 

rurped co itſelf a Right and Authority of diſpoſing and beſtowing 
the 'Crown of this Kingdom, and after they had in their ſignal 
Gootineſs, ConEeſcention and Bounty, made a Donation of it, 
and of che-Sovereign and Royal Dignity, to the Prince and Princeſs 
of Orange, declaring that thereby they did become owr Sovereign 
Taege lurid and Lady, King and Queen of England &c. they thei fur» 
ther add to thoſe Princely Perſons, the Royal Eftate, Crown, and Dig- 
wity of rheſe Realms, with all Honours, Stiles, Titles, Regalities, Prero- 
gativer, Furiſdiftions and Authorities, to the ſame belonging, are moſt 
Fully, * Rightfully and Entirely, inveſted, incorporated , united and an- 
rexed, Sothat we may by comparing the Communication of the 
Royal Name, Stile and Dignity, made by the former AR, with 
the Conveyance of the'ſame with the ſubjoined and annexed Juriſ- 
dition, &c. made by the later A#, come to underſtand, that the 
whole Sovereign Royal Power and Authoriey over theſe Realms be- 
came veſted in the Princeſs as well as the Prince of Orange ; which 
they were not in Philry, but only in Queen Mary. But to all that 
which I have already advanced, I go on further to add, That even 
on the Principles of the Gentlemen of the two Revolutional Parlia- 
ments, the whole Sovereignty -was not only as wholy and as en- 
tirely in the Princeſs of Orange as it was in the Prince, bur that it- 
was one and the {ame Individual Sovereignty, though lodged in 
two different and diſtin Perſons; and 1 muſt withall ſay, That 
though they were Two in genere Phyfico,'in the Predicamenr of Sub- 
ltances, yer they were but One in conſpe# Legis, in the eſteem and 
account of the Law. The Royalty and Legal Auchority was not 
divided berween them, o1e Share falling to the Lot of rhe Prince, 
and another becoming the Portion of the Princeſs ; but it was the 
{ume entire, undivided; numerical Sovereignty in them both. For 
this che AR of Settlement doth as plainly declare as Words can ex* 
preks it 5 namely, That the Prince a#d Princeſs of Orange, being be- 
come our King and Queen, that therefore in and to their Perſons are the 
Regal Eftare, Crown, &C. fully, emirely, inveſted, incorporated, united, 
and annexed. And therefore all Commiſlions, Grants, and the ma« 
ay other Exerciſes of —_— were ordained to be, and have 
accordingly been, in both their Names. Nor did that Union and 


ConjurCtion of their Names in all Cafes, wherein the A" Aw 
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thoricy d1d-or could exert it leif, proceed from a, Contribution of 
Regal ani! Soyerei Efficacy and / Authoricy which :$ach. of them 
veto every of - Juriidition, both club jog oſs diſtin 
Shares and Parts of Regal Pawer which hey leparately, 
ani by Moyeties; but it had irs Foundation in, and flowed from 
that numerical Unity of Regal Power, Authority and Juriſdiction, 
which they ſtood veſted wich as one legalSovergign, though tp 
phyfical Perſons. In a Word, though Wilkem and Mary were. two 
ſeveral and diſtin&t individual Perlons of the human Species, hey 
were but wn Roj, one ſingular King, in their Politick Station, 
to place ifb<yond being contradieted by any realonable and dif- 
creet Man, that the Sovereignty was as tully in ber as. in tim, and 
that it was but one and the ſame Sovereignty lodgzd. in bothy, not 
only all the As flowing from the executive Pars. of che lege 


ment do run-in both their. Names, but all the Acts. of che legi 

tive Part do fo alſo. Nor do the f{everal Acs of Parliament whi 

have paſſzd during the Uſurparion bear only the Stile of the Ads 
of Williem and Mary, but the Royal Ailegg. 3s ic hath been mil- 
called) was given in the Name of the Princeſs during her Life, as 
well as in the Name of the Prince. Am to add that,upon which 
the great Weight and Streſs of this Point doth lie, namely, That 
the Writs by which chis Parliament was called, and, had irs Being 
in Law given unto it, were iſſued out in borh their Names, and 
were the Writs, of the Princeſs as well as af the Prince of Orange. 
Nor is -it neec{lary-thar I ſhould inſert here a Copy of the Hri, any 
farther chan et ie runs, Guilielyrme & Marta, &G. Anglia B0C. Rex 
£& Regina... And as 1 have ſaid before, ber Name was not uſed 
in it meerly from an honorary Eſteem had of ber, but as indiſpen- 
{able and intripfically Neceſſary to give the Wyi its legal Power 
and Validicy z-and without whoſe Name ic had beep vgid of, all 
Pperative Virmefor the Conſtitution and ErgRiog oflugh a Num 
ber of Men into a Pailuments' or for' che giving Exiltence.to a 
legal Court of that Denomination. And trad ber Name been wan- 
zing in the #4, all thoſe ſeveral Congregations of People in the 
Counties, Citigs and-Bnrroughs, for thercleRing their leveral and 
Teſpedtiva. Quotes and Number of Mtmbers to reprefent them in 
abe high Court of. the Kingdom, bad been fo many. ridcous and. ti 
\mnltuous Mcecings ;_ and thote .chouſta and elcted by them to be 
£o be their Subſticuces and Depuries, had been the illegal Creatures 
ot aro, and could not have ated —_—_— and SNead wes 
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that ſent them, without Criminal in the | Sight and 
Account of the Law. Nor i $7 wk only run in both theic 
Names, and flow and proceed from them , and become impreg- 
nated with a creative and confticutive Power of giving Being to a 
Parliament, in the Virtue of that individual and entire — 
lodged in the Princefs as well as in the Prince, as in the ove Politic 

Head of the Government ; but thoſe who in perſuance and exe- 
cution of that Writ were choſen to be Members of this Parliament, 
came her , aflembled and far, to confer and conſute with, 
and to give advice and aid to Mary as well as to William; and the 
Power and Truſt which they received from their ſeveral and re- 
fpeftive Elefors, was to repreſent what came to be- repreſentable 
to the Prince and Princeſs joyntly, and to aCt and concur in, and 
to confent unto ſach as Mary as well as Willtam were to 
have Colloquizm & Treitatum, Conference and Tranſattion with 
them about. For upon the execution of the ris for the Choice 
of thoſe who were rerurned the Members of the preſent Parlia- 
ment, the Truſt that came to be conveyed, transferred, conſigned, 
and committed unto them, was not to at fingly and ſeparately 
with Wilkem, bat with alſo. So that this being now be- 
come ern the Death of the late Princeſs, the Truſt that 
was lodg:d in thoſe Gentlemen, by their reſpeftive Counties, Ci- 
ves and Burronghs, t fully determined and expired, with reference 
eo all the Ends and Purpoles for which ie was conſigned and com- 
mitted to them. And had rhe People (in order to the ſaving 
themſelves repeated Trouble and renewed Expence ) been willing 
to have choſen thoſe that were to conſtitute and make up the A+ 
embly ar Weſftminfter, to have been their Repreſentatives for an 
Age, and had accordingly authoriſed, and empowered them co do 
and a in their Names during fo long a time, it was more than 
the Electors were in a legal Capacity, or had a Right and Power 
to do; in that all the Authority they had tor their Choice, Depw- 
ration. and Authorization, of their Repreſencatives, accruing and 
reſulting nato them from the Writ of William and Mery, and from 
the Natnre and Quality of it, as regulaced and preſcsibed by the 
Law, they could not extend or enlarge either the Meafure or the 
Duration of the Truſt they were. to' convey to their Repreſenta- 
tives beyond the Limies and Boundaries fer them in the Wri, and 
that was to conſlule with, give advice unto, and to do and a in 
their Names, with Mary as well as with #//iem ; and — 
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this Aſſembly became diffolved and diſabled in Law from. farting 
and ating as a Parliament im ely upon the Dearb of the 
forementioned Princeſs : Secing then and ar a both the End 
they were called for, and the Truſt commirred to them by the 
People, for the complying with and anſwering of that End, did 
noc ny ceaſe and expire, but in that it became phyſically as well 
as legally Impracticable to perſue the End, or to execute the Truſt 
any longer. I might faxther add, That for the Aſſembly at Hef- 
minſter to have continued to fit and at as a Parliament, alter the 
Death of the late Princeſs of Orexge, is both inconfiltent with the 
Rules and Practices of all Parliaments, and direQtly repugnant to- 
a known and ſtanding Maxim in Law. For it hath ever been re- 
av as a —_ S_ and che c_ of E qo my 0g been 
ways Corr t thereumto; namely, t the ev 
Parliament muſt relate unto,and receive their Denomination YE 
the firſt Day of their Seflion, and by conſequence it being impoC 
ſible that the Acts made under the pretended Reign of Williams 
alone, ſhould be adjuſted ro the firſt Day @f the Seflion that was 
in the ſuppoſed Reign of William and Mary; it immediately follows, 
That the Parliament which fat then under beth, cannot have. a 
Right to fit now under ove. Nor can the Acts made under the 
Reign of Williaw alone, any more relate to the fult Day of che 
which was in the Reign of Willem and Mary, than they 
do to the Seflions of Parliaments under King Stephen or King Fobn. 
Buc this, and moſt other Things necdful to the ſerting this Subje 
ig its proper Light, having been briefly and yer fully done bythe 
Author of a Letter to a Friend im the Country, I ſhall wave che adding 
of any more, either upon this Head, or in confirmation that the 
Parliament was by Law diſſolved by the Death of the late Princeſs 
of Orange : And the rather in that what Fhave farther to ſay will 
be more pertinencly offered, in anſwering the ObjeRions broughe 
by the Partizans of that Aſſembly. Only as I deſire co mix my 
hanks, with choſe of all erue Engliſh Men, to. that Author for 
the ſeaſonable and uſeful. Service he has done his Country ; fol do 
y him my own particular Acknowledgments, for the favour of 
Loving carried the Lantern before me, and helpt me by the means 
and benefit of his Light che better to diſcera my own. way, 
and to: avoid ſtumbling in theſe Paths that have not been, much 
trodden. a. 


A Eon mns———tm—————-—— — - — 


—— — OI i 


There *are bit ewoa -Objettions -can be advanced, in favour. of 
«this Aﬀemblics continuing «& be -a Parliament, norwichſtanding ' 
«4/13 Dexthof the late Preweeſs, nor can either-the Wit'or the Ma 
"Iice of Man invent and produce-more ; 'and therefore I thall re 
4ent them in all rhe fairel# Colours of Beauty and Strength that 
afe capable of having put upon them ; and then I ſhall give tho 
irrefiſtable Anſwers to them, that Men muſt ſacrifice Reaſon to 
Paſfion, and prefer Darkneſs to Light, that can have the Face to 
alledge them again m behalf of the' Weſtminſter Funto's remaining 
to be a Parliament. The fiſt is, Thaet by the A of Serfle- 
ment there was a Donation made of the Crown-.to Hilliam and 
M.ry, and the whole and compleat Sovereignty placed and ferrled 
Joyntly in them both, as one Regal Head of the Kinzdom ; yer 
by che ſame AR, The entire and full exerciſe vf the "Royal Power and 
Government was only to be in,and to be exconted by William iv che Names 
of them b+th. And therefore that the ifſuing forth of the Wrix by 
which chis Parliament was called, and had a legal Exiitence and 
Seing given unto it, being an AR of the execurive Part and Power 
of-rhe Government, and done by Willem alone in pertuance of 
that Right and Authority veſted in him by the At of Serr/omers, 
he ſilt furviving, that confequently this Parliament furrviveth 
ab, and will continue fo to do, until he either diffolve ic by an 
Emprtion of his Sovereign Regal Authority, or until ir cone to be 
«diffolved by his Death; which when it comes, 1 do fuppoſe the 
Gentlemen of the Clab in St. Stephen's Chapel will nor þe fo franc 
lefs as not to acknowledge irto be a Demiſe, Now to this Obje&ion 
I fhall rake the Liberty -and be at the Pains of returning three An- 
ſwers, and all of them evidently Clear, and demonſracively Sa» | 
ti-fatory, The ff is, That it is for che bare having the Right | 
of executing the Regal Power and Government, that enableth a 
Perfon to give Being te a Parlament ; but ir is the whole and ens 
tire Soreragnty veſted in ſirch a Perfon, and then exerted in ſome 
execttive AR, that can and do+h give a legal Exiſtence ung ir. 
That is, every Act chat is or Can be conſtitutive of a Parhament, 
muſt have its Foundation, and flow and refult from the whole 
Sovereignty, before the excrete and-application-obſuck an Adt. in 
che iſſuing one of Wrire-can in thar way of Power thar' is meerly 
executive, be capable of giving a Legality to- what is dene: And 
therefore the moſt Righttul King that is, and who hath both. the 


whole and entire Sovereignty, aud the legal Auchoricy and __ 
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of ie fully and inherently lodged and veſted in bi, 
— cnmmiond bs thing i 

if he extend his executive Power in comma i 
Things which by ; 
the Land, do lic out of the Verge of his 
Power. For every a that a Prince ex has Authoriey 
about, muſt firſt lie withia the Circle and Precin of his Sovereign 
and Legal Power, before his Exerciſe of his Authority in and con- 
cerning it, can be Lawful and Juſtifiable ; otherwiſe all Exerciſes 
of Executive Royal Power, though by the moſt legitimate and law- 
tul King,are fo far from being legal 
and violence. No Man will deny but that King femmes wars 


Lawful and Ri King, and that he had both the entire So- 
vngny and the executive Power of Government fully and: le- 
gally veſted in him z and yet the Convention in their AR of Donation 


of the Crown to Williem and Mary, ( and which AR ſtands con- 
er rnne rr gy) Pore urs Hr wy eg the Power to 
which he pretended of diſpenſing with the Laws, or the execution of 
the Laws, by Regal Authority, was + ; and that bus iſſning 068 6 


Commiſion for eretting the late Court of Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical 
———_ all other Commiſſions and Conrts of the like Nature, are i 


and pernicious : ( Not to mention that large Roll of many Excy 
of his executive Power, which they do there declare to-hay 
Mo illegal ; ) but they make, aflign, and lay them dowh, as the 
Grounds, Reaſons and Morives, why they withdrew their Allegiance 
from him, and abdicated and renounced him. Now when the 
ſent Parliament was called, the Prince of Orange had no Sovercigm 
ower, diſtin and ſeparate from the Sovereign Power that was 
velted in the Princeſi, but the entire IEP was incorporated 
in them boch Joyncly as one political Head. And therefore there 
being an Abatemene by her Death of the Validicy of thoſe Hrirs by 
which this Parliament both received its Being, and was ſupported 
and upheld in it; it unavoidably falloweth, That the Parkamenc 
became thereupon aftually difſolved; through the ceafing of the 
Legal Authority of the #rits, upon which ics Exiſtence ed 
Far her Savereignrty being once abſolutely neceflary co give Vertus, 
Vigour, and Aucboricy to thoſe Writs, and to make them good in 
Law, and operative to the Ends for which chey were ifſued torth ; 
_ and that Sovereignty of hers being wholy departed the Writs, and 
ehey thereupon in Law —— it naturally and un» 
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controulably follows,” that throogh the Nullity that by her Deatly 
hath overtaken choſe Writs, 'that which was once a A Abs np=- 
on their Hyporbeſts of Government, is alſo 'become caſſed, diſabled 
and annulled, from remaining one any longsr; For as the Author 
of the Letter to a Friend m the C hath very well obſerved, It is 


not Sovereignty in genere that preſorverh che Life, Power; and Aus 

ivy of a Parliament, bur ir is the Sovercipmy of the fame-indi- 
viduat Royal Perſon, that-gave Validity and Ethcacy to the Writs 
by which ic was at firſt called, For otherwiſe, as aKing never 
dyes, ſo no Parliament could ever be diffolved by the Death of 
any ; nor- could any Thing diſſolve a+ Parliament, but his pro- 
Kouncing'it to be 16 that firlt called it.” By our” Kaw*the King is 
imnmorea}, 'he never dyeth, the:King liveth over;*4/'e, the Regal 
Dignicy and Power do always fubſiſt, rfhowgh-rhere be” a Change 
of the .Perſons/-in whom it was inherent; 's Comm. 197. 11 Rep. 7% 
21 E4. 4 &c. 1o that according to our Law there is never a Ceſla- 
tion-of the Sovereignty, bur only a Cefſarion. of rhis or that indi- 
viduabSubjc&-or Perſon, in whom while he ſurvived it was incor- 
porated\ and mherent.- :So that ufon the whole; unlels'you can 
make William alone to be both William and Mary, 'and can render 
. ene fingle individual Perſon to be two, the Sovercign that we have 
4s rot'the ſame identical. Sovereign ' that we had before the 
DEF of 'the Lte' Princeſs, | Arngl by conſequence this Parliament 
maſt in. Law: be 2Q.ally diffolved ;-{eringits whole Being and Ex- 
altence depended upon the Life of the Sovereign we had then; and 
zhat precluſively from all legal Capacity and Pollibiticy of burrow» 
ing a Duration and Continuance in i;s Exiſtence/from/the Lite of 
any other, though of one then veſted: wich che Sovereignty, at he 
vas not fole anil/alone Sovereig, Bur ro advance to/my ſecond 
Anſwer tothe forementioned ObjeRion; I de fay;' char ar forna 
Times, and upen ſome Occaſions, the executive” Power oft the 
Government kath been by Atts of Parliament transferred unto, 
and-ferrled upon thoſe, who had no Share or Portion in the Sove- 
Teigney and Dignity. L will not enquire whether it was done 
either witely-or legally, ic being enough tor my. purpoſe that -ic has 
been done, 'and that oftner than once, , Ot which-the tuft In- 
Kance and Example L will athign is that of the 20th Year of Rich. 2. 
andthe 20th. Year of his Age : Fora Parliament bring then held, 
and taving-tound that during bis Minority there had, chrough' che 
it: Council-and: Adlyice of foine- Pexfons thas were auch : in Wk 
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Favour and Confidence, been many and yon paige in _ 
Government ; thereupon prepared: a+ Bill, which upon their 
obtaining the Rog Ae: unto it, became an At or Statate, 
wherein they awarded « Commiſſion to Twelve ſeveral Peers, and other; 
of great Wiſdem and Fidelity, groing them Power and Authority in #f/ 
Things concerning the King's How Conrts of Juſtice, Revenue, and 
every thing elſe that concerned the'\geod of \ithe Realm, ts pu! im exeengion 
and' finally detername, for the Homer of tbe King, Relief of the Pepple, 
and the better Government of the Peace aril\Laws of the Realm, and this 
Commiſſion to remain in foree for & Tear, at: the. end whereof the King 
would be of Age. Now I ſuppoſe that no-Man will have the Folly, 
as well as the Impudence, to {ay thiat. the ;Sovereign':and Regal 
Power was veited and inherent 3u thoſe Commill:ones,. and yer 
they were pollefledof;, and had thereby - given unto» them, che 
whole execurive Power of the Governmene. $0 that how much ;1o- 
ever this was, or, at leaſt, looks like a Derogation of the Crown, 
an Ulſurpation upen the Royal Power, and:a Diſheriſon of the King g 

et: we find it hath been awarded, authoriſed, and: enated by a 
Backament which demor{tratively ſhewerh, 'Ihae the executive 
Power of: the Government: has not only been thoughtleparable, 
but has been actually. ſeparated from -the Sovereignty any Rogal 
+ qu And confquently that the Prarce of Orange's. having, che 
full and the fole Exciciſes of the Regal Power given unta. hiat by 
th&AF of Strelement, and his having::in-chewwuiue: thereot iflued 
au the #;:s tor, the calling of this Farkatnent, dach not enitle. ig 
to. a Continuance, or a Right to lit alter the. Death of the lage Pria- 
ceſi 5 there being now a Change anti. Alzeration in the Sovereignty, 
of what it was at the time ot calling the {aid Parliament, and. be: 
tote the Death of Mary, | Foraſmuch as the Regal, Dignity, which 
was then incorporated in twa-naiural Parſons, though only one pa 
licical, is now become vclted in one ſingle Individus/ one, Bptgbe 
ſecond Inſtance which IL ſhall mention, is yer both more plain-aud 
more direely home to the Matter and Subject, which-Lam, 4 
and that- is the Staruee of, the 47 Car. 1; for the calling and; holding 
Triennal Parliaments, in. whichae was ordained and enacted, Fbe; 
the \King did nat by ſuch, a time's; was there expreſſts 5/ſue que bis. rus 
for- the calling and a//emblorg of a Parliamers, 1hat then | wpon ; ſuch Fav 
lure of the King's, m' the executive Part of theiGoverymenn, ths, Lars 
Chanicellor or [lord Keeper for the rinme biting, aud {@ enmwards 58 «t 
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both empower and require to do it, we Authority 
themſelves to meet at ef wrgy B'- , and to choſe 
bers, Now it will not be denied; but that 'as the Right of calti 
Parliaments is one of the moſt noble, inherent, and eſſential Pre 
Togatives of the Crown ; fo the exertion of this Sovereign 
Power in the ſending forth of Writs for the aftual chuſing and af 
ſembling of one, is one of the malt eminent and illuſtrious 
and Exerciſes of the executive Power of Government. And 
by a Seatute introduftive of a new Law, which had no Founds- 
tion in the Common Law, and which was beſides very 

to the Crown, was there a Power of ifiuing our Hem: for 
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nity. Now if through the King's failing ro call a Parliament, 
within the time which was prefixed and limitted by that AR, the 
Lord Chancellor, or any of thoſe that were empowered to call ,r, 
pon the King's negle& to do it, ſhould have iſſued our Hres in per- 
fuance of the faid AR for the calling and afſembling of one ; all 
which in fat might very well have been, ſceing we are to fuppoe 
nothing in Statutes to have been idle and impertinent :' Yet any 
ſuch Parliament, and fo called, would have been as much and as 
r diſſolved by the Death of the King, as if the #+#: for the 
calling of it had iſſued our by himfolf, and by his own Per- 
ſonal _— and Command, For through their being called by 
an Exertion of the King's Regal and Sovereign Power, though ap- 
plied and exerciſed by one diſtin from him 3 and thr the 
Writs being iflued forth in his Name, whoſoever were the Ifluers 
of them; and through the Members being choſen in the Virtue 
and Perſtance of thoſe Writs ; and through their coming togerher 
encruſted by the EleQors to confer with the King about the que- 
dain ardna Regni ; fuch a Parliament upon the Death of the King, 
in: whoſe Name and Time it was choſen, could not cicape the 
being diffolved : So that nothing can be more alien to the Matter 
under debate, as well as weak in it felf, then to pretend becauſe 
the Prince of Orange is yet Living, in whom the Exercile of the Gu- 
vertment"was ar the time of the ifduing forth of choſe Writs 
which this Parliament was called, that therefore the Parliament 
RIF remains Rill in Bzing, and is in Law indiſiolved : Seeing in this 
Caſe it is not in whom the Right and Power reſided, to pur forth, 
exerciſe, and apply the Sovereigney, chat the Durgtion, - Conti- 
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nuance, and Exiſtence of a Parliament docs bear and depend ; but 
in whom the fuil and entire Sovereignty and Repal Dignity was 
then veſted and ſettled precluſive of all others. And 1 am fure 
that no Man, who ſtanis not a Candidate for a Prictermint in 
Bedlam, will (ay, That the wbole and full Sovereignty was then in 
William, to che barring and excluding of Mary. Bur to add a third 
An'wer to the foregoing Obj:Rion : I do fay, That the very pla- 
Cing of the Exerciſ2 of the Royal Power in the Prince of Orange, in 
1c manner it was done by the Convention, and as it ſtands expret- 
ſed in the A# of Settlement, and is confirmed by this Parliament, 
dozs beyond all contradiction prove that this Parliament was, is, 
and became diſſolved by the Death of the late Princeſs ol! Orange. 
For whiereas the Exerciſe of the Regal Power did not become li- 
mitted, and confined unto, nor ſettled folely and fully in the 
Prince of Orange, through his being veſted in the Sovereignty ; be- 
Ccaule on that Foot, Foundation and Bottom, the whole Exerciſe 
and Adminiſtration of the executive Part of the Government would 
have been no leſs in Mary than it was in William : Secing the Sovcs 
reignty, Crown, and Royal Dignity, being incorporated Joyntly in 
both as one political Ruler, it was as much in her as it was in him, 
ani whatſocver refuleed from it to the one, ſhould have accrued from 
it to the other. But he came to be poſlefed of the Exercile of the 
Royal Power by a ſuperadded Gitt, that w s Cifferent and contra- 
diſtin from that by which he ſtood veſted in, and came to in» 
heric the Crown. So that from hence we-arc furniſhed with a clear 
and c.nvincing Argument why this Pai liament was in- Law difsol- 
ved upon the Dea:b of the late Princeſs ; namely, That the only 
perſonal Right which he then had to the Adminiſtration, accrued 
to him by a Deputation, and was conveycd tov him in the way, 
manner, and nature of a Warrant of Acttoiney ; which being ex- 
pired and decermined by che Death of the atorcſaid Proceſs, all 
that Virtue is by conſequence departed from the #7; by which 
this Parliament was bu:h brought into and kept in Exiltence.! For 
I do ſappoſe thae though the Convention though it late as well as 
tzaſable ro fertle the Crown ani Royal Dignity in 1am and 4lary 
Joyntly, yer they could not be unfentibic of what Gariger it woukT 
have bzen to place the Excicile of the Regil Power uw more than 
one Peilon ; becauſe the Aumimitration of the Government would 
not only have thereby been embaitatsed,” but indeed mighe have 
been icuderod impraticable, through the Diiterences which —_— 
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have ariſen in and about the Exerciſe of the exccutive Power, 
ſhould two Perſons have been equally veſted in it And as Mary's 
Title in Tayle to the Crown, on the Hypotheſes and Principles upon 
which the Conventioni#s went, would not allow them to barr her 
from the Sovereignty ; To the Pride and Haughtineſs of #:lliam 
would never have ſiffered him to ſubmit to the Princes being veſted 
wich the ſole and full Exerciſe ot the Regal Power, ror would 
have given him the Advantage he has had of impoveriſhing us, 
and of enriching the Dutch. And the weak unthinking People of 
England, who tru'y loved and eſteemed the Princes, thoughe 
themlclves happy, and her as great as they could make her, in 
the having her called thcir Liege Laily, Sovereign and Queen z 
bur they had not wit enough to conſider, That all this was but 
Pageantry, and ſhe in. the mean time a Queen of Clouts, while 
the exccutive Power was lodged folely in him, and which he pat 
forth imperiouſly enough towards her , as well as arbitrarily to- 
wards the People, And let me add, That by and ſince the Death 
of the late Princeſs , William has the FE,xerciſe of the Royal Power 
by another Claim and Title than he had it before, For whereas 
before and antecedently ro the Dearh of th2 Privceſs, he had no 
otherwiſe the ſole Right to.ir, than by a Donation contradi{tin& 
from rhat by which he had the Crown, and Regal Diynity ; he 
Tow pofſeſſeth it as the natural and immediate Privilege, Prero- 
_—_ and Right, accruing and reſulting trom his Sovereignty and 

oyal Dignity. So that ty the Extintion of that executive 
Power, or if you. pleaſe through the Cefſ.tion of that Ticle an 
Claim, by wkich he forme ly poſſeſſed the executive Power ; this 
Parliament which received its Being by an Exertion of his cxecu- 
tive Power on the foot which he then had it, and which neither 
did nor could in Law ful ſilt z Moment, bur in the Virnue of that 
Power as he was then velt:d in, and exercifed it, muſt have alto 
ceaſed and dic 1 wich it. For having then th. Exercic of the Regal 
Power, precluſive of the Prmceſs meer!y in the way of a Deputation, 
it imme4iacely follows, Thu upon the Expiration of i, every 
Thing which neicher had nor could receive trom it a permanency 
of Exiſt-nce beto'e it did expire, but which hourly fubtiſted by and 
upon the actual Influence ol the Deprration, as the Bing anil Con- 
rinvance of this Parhament lid, mult of necelhity have ceated and 
expired with and vpon the Decay and Determination oi that Ds- 
pur ation, 
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So that having ſaid enough in anſwer tor this firſt Otyection,, 
alledged in oppoſition to this Parliaments being diſſolved by the 
Death of the late Princeſs ; I ſhall now prozecd to the /econd, and 
examine it with all che ſpeed and brevity I can. The Objection 
then is this; namely, That by the Death of the late Princeſs the So- 
vereignty that was before lodged m Witham and Mary Joyntly, is 
wow become folely and entirely veſted in William alone, Rig!.t 
of Swruivorſhip ; and theretore that chrough his being poficiied as 
Survivor of the whole Sovereignty, that at firſt gave Lile and Efſi- 
Ccacy to thole Writs by which this preſent Pailiament was called, 
they conlequently do and muſt recain the fame Vituz, Power, 
and Force which was in them, and which they had a:ueccdently 
to the Deatb of Mary. In reply to which, I do in the fr} place 
ſay, That the Prince of Orange initead of acquiring by the Death of 
the late Princeſs any ole, ſingle or individual Intereit in tlic Sove- 
reign Power, and Royal Dignicy, he hath aCQtually lolt and for- 
teitzd, anil is become in Law deprived and oute.! of whac he had. 
For admitting all che illzgal, diſloyal, and ereaſonable Proceedings 
of the Convention, and of this other Re volutional Parliament againſi > 
King, and the Prince of Wa'cs, to bave been nut only lawful, juſt - and 
legal, but to have becn alſo neceſſary and expedient , upon thoſe Re:/cns 
and Maotroes laid down m the Dectaration of :%e Lord; Spiritual and Tem- 
goral, and Commons aſjemuled a; Welkminlter, and by them preſented to 
William and Mary m #:bruary, 1659. Yet both that Declaration, 
and the AQ of Settlement, ate now in Law, and by all the Fun- 
Jdamencal Rules of the Ezg/zh Government and Manurchy, per- 
tcRiy cxitinguiſhed , become void and annulled. For admit- 
ting that there might be not only Reaſons tor depoſing the King, 
but that he had of himſclf abdicated the Governmcar, and that as 
thereby the Throne was become vacanr, fo that there was there- 
upon.a Right and Power accruing to them to make a Donation of 
the Crown and Regal Dignity to William, in joynt Parenerihip with 
Mary, who was in ther order of Reckoning next immediate and 
lincal Heir : Yet all the faid 7///;zm did or could obtain hereby. is 
now wholy loſt and departcd from him, and tz whole Sovereignty 
is by Law devo.ved upon, an} become velted in the Prenceſs of Den» 
mark, by the Deach of her Siſter, Neicher could choſe ewo Af 
ſemblics, or any other, by what Nunes foever they ſhould [tlc 
themſcives, bair the faid Prince/s of Denmark t: om her lineal and he- 
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Ciſthled her (elf to inherit ; nor had any Cauſes or Reaſons alled- 
g24 or produced againſt her for putting her by the Aſcent to the 
Throne in the Ocder and Rank of Succeflion, which God, Nature, 
an. the Laws of the Realm, had chalked out, fixed and determi- 
ned. Nor could the Princeſs of Denmark depart from, and farrems 
der her Legal and Rightful Place and Roon of ſucceeding to the 
Crown, had ſhe been never ſo inclinable and willing to have dons 
ic ; ſceing it comes to her by the Conſtitution, and by the Common 
an.! Stature Laws, as a Right meerly to potl{ an | enjoy, but nor 
To transfer and alienatz. For the Sovereignty and Regal Dignity 
deſcend not upon any King or Quzen as a1; Eſtate or Property, which 
they may at plcalure part with, reſign, or make away to another 
but it comes to them as a Truſt of which they-are indgteaſably Te- 
nants for Lite, and rhe conſticuted and limited Guardians tor their 
n2xt lineal and leg1l Heirs or Succeſlors. So that upon the Princi- 
ples of all in the ewo Revolutional Parliaments, chat are not down- 
right Republicans, bur who retain a Love and Zzal tor Monarchy, 
and the old Engliſh Conſtitution, all that accrued to William by 
the Deach of the late Princeſs, is that he is now become a Robber, 
an Ulſtrper over, anJ a Traitor againſt the Princeſs of Denmark, as 
he was all thoſe before in reference to the King; and thar under 
the higheſt Aggravations of Ingratrtude, Treachery, and Unnatu- 
rakes that could pothibly attend ſuch Crimes. Nor is he upon 
the H)ontheſes of moſt who promoted and came into the Revolution, 
any other, ſince the Death of the late Princeſs, than a King de Fatto, 
which being interpreced into Engliſh is no Iefs nor better than an 
Uſurper ; while in the mean time, by their own Principles, che Jus 
and Righr is become ſertled and v<{t:4d in the Prixceſs of Denmark, 
And chey who are not dire& Commonwea/ih; Mzn, it they will nor 
pay a L yalry, Duty, and Obedience ro King Fames, who is in- 
decd the only Lawtut and Righttul King of tele Realms, rhey 
ought, if ch:y have any Honour, Juſtic: or Conſcience, ro yieid 
them to her Royal Highneſs Princcls A»= Nor do I believe any 
Man fo void of Senſe, as to talk of #/am's conminning lince the 
Death of his Witz, to potlols the Suvereignty by the Curreſy of Eng- 
land, which entitzth a Hazband in jome C.ies to enjoy his Wites 
Eftate for his Lite atter her deceit: : Seting as the Crown, I1hione, 
and Sovercignty of England, are both in themſelves, and defcend 
to thoſe that inhieric them}, as a Depeſitum and Truſt, for the Peace, 
Satery, and Piolpericy of che Kingdou, and not as an Eltate _ 
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real or perſonal. So the Precluſion of King PBiip of Spain 01 
the Death of his Wife Queen Afery, from all Righe, Claim, and 
Pretence, <o the Regal Dignity and Crown, ſhews the Vanity and 
Ridiowenſnefs of fuch a Plea and Allegation, ſhould any have the 
Folly- and Impudence to ſtart and urge them ut Favour and Juſti- 
fication of William's continuing to Exerciſe the Sovercignty. But 
then I add in the ſecond Place, That allowing not only that #4/- 
liam is Swrviver to the late Princeſs, which theſe Nations find by 
daily and wotul Experience to be too true, but admicting alſo thar 
through his Swrvivorſhip the whole Regal Dignity which was be» 
fore lodged wich him, and his Wife joyntly, is now come to be 
veſted in him alone; yet this will ſignify nothing in favour of the 
wy Aſſemblies at Fe/minſfter continuing tobe a legal Parliament, 

ing as that they cannot pretend now to fit by any ather Claim, 
Title or Right, than that by which they were at firſt called, cho- 
ſen, and came together ; ſo it being made impoſlible by the Death 
ef the late Princeſs, in whoſe Name and by whoſe Sovereign Au- 
thority they were elected, entrufted and aflembled, as well as in 
the Name and by the Authority of the Prozce, that they ſhould 
continue to fit by the ſame Claim and Title as they did at fiſt g 
ic therefore followeth, That his Survrorſhip neicher doth nor can 
advantage them any Thing in this Matter, becauſe it can neither 
give life to that which is dead, nor revive that which irrecoverably 
1s extinguiſhed, *Tis true he may, as Survivor, by new Writ: give 
being to another Parliament, but he cannot preſerve and ſupport 
this in its legal Exiftence, by reaſon of the impofſibility of conti» 
ming that in thoſe Wrirs which is finally and irrecoverably de- 
parted from them ; namely, the actual Sovereignty of the late Prin- 
ceſs. And according both to all our Laws, and all the Maxims 
of Reaſon and good Senſe, for a Parliament to change its Claim 
and Title of fitting, is to acknowledge ſome where or other a De- 
wiſe in the Sovereigns that conſtiruted it. Yea, the very mention- 
ing the Prince of Orange's Surviverſhip, is an Acknowledgment both 
that there was once a Sovereignty in the Perſon of Mary ; and that 
this Sovereignty which was ance there is now departed thence ; 
which importing the whole that the Law intends by a Demiſe, the 
Parliament thac then was (if we will cicher ſpeak or a& conſiſtent- 
iy with Law or with good Senſe ) muſt thereupon be held, taken, 
and acknowledged, to be diſſolved. For if ic was not by a legal Au- 
thority, folcly, wholy, and _— of all others, KReſtdent = 
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Prince of Oravge, that they met, fat, and aRed-at firſt ; then-t 
Cannot now by his coming as Szrvivor to be veſted in the 
and fole Regal Dignity, juſtify their remaining as a Parliament ; 
nor vindicate ris, Tk from being Ufurpers over the People, in 
their continuing to fit and att. And as they can: have no more, nor 
other Power now, nor derive it fiom any other Perfons, or any 
other way, than they had and derived it from the firſt Moments 
of their being cle&ed and aflembled together ; So that. being Dy 
and fince the Dearh of the late Princeſs, become- even» phyſically 
unpoſlible, it is moſt arbitrary and illegal in them to contmue t@ 
fit, and to a& upon. that Bottom, or any other that they vainly 
tancy themſelves to be fertled upon. Fox it being in the Virtue, 
Force,. and Authority of the #rits, as they were at firſt iſſued out, 
and according to the Tenor and Impoytance of the Words in which 
they were at firſt written, and made authentick and legal, that 
this Parliament came into Beingy and fRtood authorized to fic and 
at ; ſo the very mention of Survivoſbip in Regal Power makes it. 
as row and certain as any Problem in Euclid is, That there is no 
potlibility of: either anſwering, correſponding, or complying with, 
the Wards and. Tenor of the Writs, or of ſublaſting and. being up- 
held by the Identical Sovereignty, that intuſlcd Virtue and Efficacy, 
and ſtamp Power and Authority upon them ; and by conſequence 
« immediately follows, that ſince the Princeſs Death, this neither. 
was, could be, nor is a Parliament. 

Having therefore proved this Parliament to be in Law diſſolved, 
beyond the poflibility as well as ſuſpicion-of having any juſt and 
reaſonable Anſwer made and returned to what Lhave faid; I can- 
not in duty ro: my Country and Poſterity forbear adding fome- 
thing of and concerning theCriminainefs of thoſe Perſons in both 
Houſes, who ſince the Death of the late Princeſs have coninued. to, 
ſit and a& under the Name and S'ile, ans with the pretended 
Power and Authority of a Parliament, and to impriſon the Perſons, 
and to Jiſpoſe of the Properties of the SubjzeR and Free-born People 
ol England. And 1 am not ignorant how that beſides the Hazards 
I ſha.l thereby expoſe my felt unco, ( unicf> | get to the other fide 
of the great Ditch) I ſhall likewiſe be c{tc-med guilty of Rudenelſs, 
as. weil as of ill Breeding, in bel\owing upon chem the Titles and 
Appeliations, and in treating them- in th. manner that they . de- 
ſerve, And therefore whatfoeve: Names or Epirbers I may unavoid- 
ably be obliged co dignity them. with, as they claim and _— -* 
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the. being a Parliament, and thereupon uſurp an- Auchor ity of m- 
vading and breakiog in upon the Liberties, and of alicnatinggtrant- 
ferring, and giving away the Eſtates of the People, and that to a 
degree and meaſure unpreſidented in all former Ages, and which 
no lawful Partiamcnt ever ventured upon , or thought confiſtene 
with the Duty that they owed to thoſe whom they repreſenied, 
and by whom _ were entruſted to ae for their Satety and Ad- 
vantage, and not tor their Impoveriſhment,Enflavement and Ruin 5; 
yet neither will I forget what becomes my own Character, noc 
what is due to thems anſwerable to their ſeveral and refpetive Conn 
ditions and Qyalicies, ( abftrating only from their being a Parlia- | 
ment ) and much lefs will I borrow any of that undecent, unclean, 
and ribaldry Language to give them, which was not without de» 
merit th: own upon the Rwnp, when. the lampooning ot it was for 
a great while made the Sport and Divyertiſement of the Kingdom. 
For the woſt terms I will allow my ff to uſe ſhall be io call a. 
Spade a Spade, and to faſten upon them the CharaRers and Titles. 
which Law and Reaſon inftrut and authoriſe me to give them, 
and which our Engliſh Diale& enables me to do; and which I am 
fire ought in Juſtice ro be fo far from being held and accounted 
Scandalous, that it falls below being piquanty, and keeps wichin: 
the Limits and Precin&s of modeſty. "Lhe firft Thing then which 
they are hereby become guilty. of, is their having rendered the: 
continuance oft. the Seflion of all Parliaments for the firure- uncer- 
eain and arbitrary, For by their deſtroying all the legal Security: 
we have of defining and determining the period” of a Parliaments. 
Right of remaining to fit and aft, they have done what they. can. 
to make the Seflion of any Parliament perpetual, at leaſt arbicrary, 
unleſs it come to be turned outof the Houſe by Violence and ar- 
med Foxce, as Oliver 1653, drove away the Rump. For the tenor- 
of the Writ by which a Parliament is called, being all the legal Se+ 
curity. we have, both for the Declaration of the uſe and end it is: 
called for, and for rhe giving Power, Strength, and Authority for- 
ics whole legal Exiſtence ; it undeniably. follows, That whenloever- 
it go2s beyond the Boundaries and Confinements of that #+iz, that 
from thence forward the time of their fitting is made arbicrary, and 

ut out of the Power of the Law to determine. And a Parliament: 
bein ually it not more ditſolved by a Demnſe in the Sovereign, by 
whoſe R:gal Power it was raiſed, than it is by any King's pro» 
nouncing it diſſolved in the Virtue of his Sovereign executive 
wer s, 


8] 
Power ; it —_— follows, That this Aſſembly may not only as 
well, but better refuſe to diſſolve upon William's pronouncing and 
declaring them diffolyed, than it hath withſtood the being diffol- 
ved by the Death and Demiſe of Mary. So that by the Preſident 
of theſe Mens continuing to fit, it is put out of the Power of the 
P:ince ( unleſs backed by force) as well as out of the Power of 
rhe Law, to diflolye a Parliament. And it is but for Five bundred 
Peop!e to get in the cuſtomary and uſual way into St. Stephen's Chapel, 
and they are then as ſafe as in an enchanted Caſtle; and may 
- there-ſit, at and reign, as long as they pleaſe, and that with a 
D:ſporicalneſs becoming the Grand Seigniors of the Republick. 
And having ſuperceded the Law, and manumitted themſelves 
from the Authority of it; it is but for them to bribe the Mob, or 
wheedle the foft-headed People of the City to come down to Weſt- 
minſter to be their Guard, and then they will fir encircled and 
fenced againſt the military Power of the King, as well as againſt 
his wy > Regal, and Executive Authority. And ſeeing the 
preſent Aſſembly has thought fit to continue and a as a Parlia- 
ment, in contempt and defiance of the Law, and in a direQt cranſ- 
greſſion of all the Limits and Boundaries that it had ſer them, and 
have put themſelves out of the reach and power of coming ever 
© be diſſolved by Law ; I bave only this Advice to give them, That 
they would gain Capt. Tom, and his Legions, to befriend and pro- 
re& them, and then the great Hero of the Age will find it more 
hazardous, though in the Head of his invincible Dazch, to attack 
them, or to interrupt, Giſturb, and det:rmine their fitting, than 
ever Don Qzixat found it to combat the Windmills Burt waving 
being further pleaſant upon ſo melancholy a Theme and Subje as 
thisis; I will only add that by the Example which the preſence 
«no which {tiles it ſelf a Parliament has made, for all thoſe chat 
| be aſſembled hereafter, both the whole Conſtitution, and all 
the Laws of England, that relate to the calling, regulating, and de- 
rermining the Sittings of. Parliaments, are plainly ſubverted .and 
overthrown 3 which may be of that fatal c uence to Pcſterity, 
as no Words can ſerve fully te exprels. The next Crime therefore 
whereof they were acculable for continuing to fit and att as a Par- 
Lament, fince and notwithſtanding the Death of the late Princeſs, 
is, That they have thereby broken and falſified all that Truſt which 
was placed and repoſed in them by their Country. Now @ Tr 


is, ar 4t leaſt ſhould be, one of the molt Gacred Things of 
World ; 
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World; HoConly, much of all the Intercourſe chat is among 
:Meco: upon it, but becauſe it is the Baſis of every Society, 
and the Foundation of the Fabriek of all Governments, be the 
K ind atid Species of them what it will. - And by how much the 
Irsft is the more extenſive and great, by fo much it is in Juſtice as 
-weil -as Honout to he the more puncuually &bſeryed and petfied:; 
-and the breach of: a Tru does not only imply and include Falfe» 
hood and Infideliry in him that violateth it, but it imports and in- 
volves the blackeſt Treachery towards thoſe that had repoſed their 
Confidence in them, Now the Members of the Hunk of Com- 
mons are not only to repreſent thaſe that ele them, and Mil- 
lions more,  bue they become conſtituted and formal Deparies, wich 
whom the whole People of England depoſite, and lodge all their 
Concerns. For at firſt, and during a long time, all the Free-men 
of England had a Right in their reſpeQtive Shires, Cities, and Bur« 
roughs, of chufing thoſe that were ro repreſent them in Parlia- 
ment,  rill in the time of Hew. 6, # cane to be ordained, That becauſe 
the Elethion of Knights bud been with great Outrages, and e Numn- 
pretended @ Voxce 

Efquires ; whereby many Riots and 


unco, ated truſted wich the Members of the Houſe of Cammons'; 
but they are thoſe mighty and momentuous ones which aiay afte&t 
their Liberties and Lives, as they always will and do their Fortenes 
and their Eſtates. Which moſt of the Electors in England in ail 
likebhood do lictle think oh, as —_ by the moral and intel- 
leaual Qualities of many of thoſe whom they cle& and return. 
Nor dd moſt of thoſe that chuſe Members co Parhament a& 6 
much nnder the Conduct, Influence and Sway, of their awn true 
Incereſt, as upon the Metives cithec of Party, FaQtion, and By. 
| - or of Entertainments, Treats, and petty Recompences/ 
evertheleſs, whoſoever they are that come to be they 
are immediately conſtiruted the Truſtees of the People, and accor- 
ingly have their Names inferted in Þndentares annoxed to the Wrr, 
N importing 
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mporting the Power given unto, and che Truft repoſted it thetn 

by the Free-holders —- perſuant and anſwerable to--the 
tenor of the Friz, which both gave Authority for making the Elec- 
tion, and expreffed the Duty and Power of thoſe that ſhould be 
elefted. Now, how treacheroufly as welb as diſhonourably have 
the Members of this Mcering, which cominue to fx and as 
Parliament, departed from, and-openly violated, all that Confi- 
dence and Truft which were repoſed in--them- by thoſe that choſe 
them. For whereas the People- only intruſted and impowered 
them to repreſent unto, and to do with- William and 4dary, and . 
- meerly to conſent to fixch Things as- ſhould be agreed upon and 
'ordained in the Partiament of William and Mery, and to- noother ; 
they, by a- moſt- reproachful Breach, both of+ their own Fawb . 
to the People, and of the 7ruft which the People devolved upon 
and repoſet in them, have corinued to conſent with William . 
alone. And though by the Death of the lave Princeſs, all the Power, 
Aurhority-and Truſt; conveyed unto; and lodged' with them b 
the e; did fally-and wholy ceafe and expire ;-yet they- wi 
- ar-unparakeHed Infidelicy go on to fit and at in-che Names, and 
as the 4 s} of the People of England 3- as if the Authority 
committed to them by the Afſigners were {till good and authentick, 
and in its full yigour and force. And 1 am leath 80 fay-how much 
wany.of them have hereby diſabled and incapacitated themfelves 
from being truſted again,- or what Opinion the thinking part of. 
Mankind will have of the Free-hoiders and Burgefles of Bugland; 
'K after they have been fo groſly, and ia a matter of chis weight 
and moment, deceived by theſe Men once, they ſhall be- ſo ridicu-. 
ouſly and contempeibly'weak,as ever to-place Confidence, Truſt and 
Power,in the hands of many of them again. There are two orher 
; Crimes vaſtly mare heinons than thaſe 1 have mentioned, whereof 
they are become notorioufly and ſcandalouſly Guilty, in their con- 
tinuing to-fic and a@ as a Parliament, ſince and after they. became 
.in Law diflolved by the Death ot rhe Pronceſs of Orange.. But they 
eing of fo high a Nature, as may aff:& their Eſtates, Honours, 
Lives, aad cheir Polteriry, unleſs r1:c N.ition has more and 
Forgiveneſs than they have-had Wi{ilom ; L ſhall therefore. do little 
more than Name them, ic-{k ſhould 1 proceed to ſpeak of them in 
a Language either ſuicable tro the Nature of the Offences, or in 
proportion to my own and every honeſt Man's - oo and lo- 
dignation, I might not be able co keep within the of won 
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ahd-moderation; and thoſe Nec fares of deference to them as they 
are Genrlemen, which 1 will confine my ſelf unto: The 
Grimes 1 mean are the Exerciſes of an uſurped Power, both in dif- 
poſing: away and' alienating che Properties and Eltates of the Sub- 
ets, and. in ing and concurring unto Bills, relating to many. 
ather Things as well as Money, which is the executing the whole 
Power that belongs: to a l:gal Parkament in the order and degree 
which appertains to the Houſe of Commons in the matter of Le- 
gilation.. And were another to give the Character of thoſe Tranf- 
greflions, R and Treaſon would be the modeſteſt . cerms he 
would expreſs and deſcribe them in. And andoubredly he would 
endeavour to raiſe and inhance the guilt of them, by ſhewing how 
this Aſſembly doth both Plunder us, .and arbitrarily impoſe Laws 
upon us, by virtue of a pretended Warrant under our own hands z., 
whereas the Indemure. by which we veſted chem wich a Power over 
oar Perſons and Fortunes, is out of date and expired, and become 
cancelled and null in Law fince the 28th. of December laſt. But fo- 
mipch lying at hand with- ec Man. of common and ordinary 
Senſe to be faid. on theſe Heads, 1 will ſay no more upon them; - 
but will only add, That what I have already laid before you on 
this Subj:&, though ſpokerd de. Parliaments, of the Parliament ; yet it 
is not intended by me, nar ought to be interpreted by others, as if 
it were meant 7 ingai. Memiris Parliaments, of+ every Member of 
the Parliament, For I do both belieye and know, That there arg 
a. great many as worthy and deſerving Gentlemen within thoſe 
Walls, as any in the Kingdom are ; and that they continue not to 
fie-there from..the Belief that this. is a Parliament, but. chat they: 
may prevent your Whartons, Adontagues, Smiths, &c. from. ruining 
the 100, Who would be to remain to fit and att in the Qua- 
licy of a Parliament, ſhould others withdraw : A Preſident where- 
of we had heretofore in. that Ruwp, which continued to fit as a 
Parliament, after they-had drove _ Four. parts of Five of cheir 
Members. And theſe honoucable and worthy Gentlemen, whoſe 
Names I am. abliggd to-conceal, hbave.not only ſufficiently attoned 
for their Faulc, in fitting -and aQting fince the. Death of the late - 
Princeſs, but. they have merited the Thanks of the Nation by their 
mz defeating the Deſign of an Univerſal Exciſe, which 
our Menteguesr, Smiths, and many .others, had projected and re- 
alved to Lapoſe;upon the Kingdam ; which could they have && 
Traed, as rthey hal .promied ihe. Gentleman at Ken/ington -tg do, 
x we 
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we [hold in 2 Hﬀiefle time have: Geed/mide greater Slaves than! rhe: 
Turk: are, and William had been put 'mewos2 Conditien of rating 
as deſpotically as the Grand Seigmoar does. Bur how ſtrangely are 
Engliſh Men degenerated ſince they got a Dwtch King, that there 
ſhould be fo many Advocates for that now, that our SubjeRion to 
it could not have been avoided, without nach Arc, Induſtry and 
Courage, in a few genervus Patriots, which but to kave mentioned 
within theſe Walls ſome Reigns ago, would have drawn both & 
Puniſhment and Diſgrace upen him that did it. For when Sir Dud- 
ley Carleton, who was then Secretary of State, did but once Name 
ac in that Houſe, though to no ill Intent,he was not only called ts 
the Bar,but hardly eſcaped being ſent Prifoner to the Tower. Bur 
fince Members have learned to fell their Honours and Conſciences, 
as well as their Votes, and chereby cheir Country, for Piaces and 
Penfions ; tet no man marvail, That what was heretofore the 
#apbear of all in a Houſe of Commons, ſhould nuw become che 
1dol of roo many there. 

All that doth remain to be repreſented to you in relation tothe 
preſent Subje, is, in what Eſteem and Account the A#- of this 
pretended Parliament onghte to be with the People. And faffer 
me upon this Occafian to tell you, That no Man alive has a 
greater ReſpeR for a legal Parliament, called by the Authority of 
a Ryghcful and Lawful King, and anfwering the Ends for which 
they were originally inftituted, than I have. But for every Aſſem- 
bly that hath called ir ſelf a Parliament, and which in un 
happy times have been generally owned as ſuch, I do conf:fs to 

our, that I have not the fame Veneration For when I do read 
| Bo. many Parliaments have preferred Uſurpers before che Right- 
tal Heirs, and that never any Perſon invaded che Throne, though 
never fa rraiteronfly and unjaffly, but chat he always found a Par- 
fiamenc to recognite and ſirpport him ; I canner have that Efteem 
for every Convocation of Men that goes by that honourable 
Name, as fome have 5 who will Worſhip the Tree on which theit 
Father was hanged} if it be pre imo the Image. and get 
che Title -of a AMadens. Richzrd the Third, and Ofvver Cronmwel, 
had Parliaments, who as much adored them, and as readily gave 
Yublidics ant Faxes for anfwermg the Occaſions of cheſe Ulurpers, 
as. ever Queen Ektraberb, or Edward the Sixty had, Nov can [T 
fo far conquer my Underſtanding, or get the Viſtory over my 


Canſcience, as ro dave a reverend Opimen of cole Packaments 
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in Henry the Eighth's time: Whereof one enafted, That Prodamir 
Hons ſhould be equivalent ro Laws; and another ordained, That be 
might by bis laſt Will and Teſtament appoint whom be pleaſed to be bis 
Suceeor. How many Parliaments might he named chat haye been 
the Tools of a. haughety. Prince's Tyranny, and the Panders of a 
laſcivious King's Luſts ; who have been of a Complexion to wor- 
thip the Devil, that he might do them no hurt, wich the fame rea- 
din2fs that they do God Almighty, who beſtowed upon them all 
that is good. Nor am I willing to omir mencioning, how thoſe 
tew Mzn whom Oliver Cromwel called together by his private Let» 
ters, wirhqut any previous Choice of them by the Naiion, had nor 
only the Impudence to call themſelves a Parliamenc ; bur that 
even a great many People who laid claim to more of Religion 
than they had right codo to good Senſe, were ready to fall down, 
and wor thip chem. as ſuch. And permit me here to cell you one 
Thing in reterence tothat Aﬀſembly which hath been commonly 
ftiled Oliver's little Parliament ; which though it may ſeem a Dt- 
greſlion trom the.preſent Subje(t, yer it will not be unſcaſonable 
tor me 10 relate, nor unfit for you to know : Namely, 'That 
whereas Qlrver pretended to call them together towards ſettling 
the Nation. upon the Motive and Merit of their Piety 3 yet the 
rue Reaſon of ic was, the Jealouſy he had leaſt they ſhould fup- 
lant him in the Power he had aſſumed, which they ſtood the 
ter qualified for effeting,, by means both of the Repuration 
they..had - among the Partjzans againſt Kingſhip, and of the In- 
tereſt they . hay'in many of his own Army. And therefore Oliver 
knowing the Temper and Bigottry of the Mzn, and that if they 
came together and were allowed to meddle with Attairs of Stare, 
and the general Concerns of the Kingdom 3 how they would by 
theic wild and extravagant Þ, occedings, not only loſe all the Eſteem 
they had. acquired in their private-Stations, but render themſelves 
the 'Scorn and Contempt et Mankind, and thereby loſe all Capa- 
eity of undermining him in his Seat, or of doing him ateer wards 
any hurt ; upon theſe Motives he called them together, and upon 
no other, whatſoever he preren.led. All which nor only came to 
paſs as he had projected and foreſaw, but even while cthey were 
together, they were through the Folly and Frantickre's of their 
Actions, the Dzrifion of the few wile, Men that were among 
Themize!ves. Or which I ſhall recount one pleaſant Inftance ; vs. 
That being cnJeavouring with roar Zealand Earneltnefs co he 
_4 
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grok and monopolize all Power and Places into their own hands;. 
and into the hands of thoſe they ſtiled Saints, ig-chat ſuch only 
had right to govern the Earth, all Dominion being founded in 
Grace z they were battled and bantered out of their Deſign by a 
cunning Man's tanding up inthe Houſe , and telling chem that 
it was true, the Saints deſerved all Things, but that publick Em- 
ployment was fo great a Drudgery in ic f:!f, and fo ſtrong a 
tempration to Sin, = ie would be unjuſt-tro condemn the Godly 
tO it; and that the beſt Service they could do for the Common- 
wealth, was in a pious Retiiemenc co int:rcede for it at the 
Throne of Grace, ' But to return to what: { am upon; no Man 
thac is not a perfe& Stranger to England can be ignorant of the. 
three Eſſential Properties belonging to a Parliament, namely, 
Fairneſs of Eltttions, Fulneſs of Member s and Freedom of Speech-; and that 
ſeveral Parliaments have laboured under Deficiencies. of one or 
another of them. And there are Inſtances where one Parlamenc 
hath. declared a former Parliament void-and null in it felf; be- 
cauſe of fome Irregularity either in cheir being choſen, or in their 
fitting, though called by a Lawful and Righful Prince. Thus the 
Parliament of the fiſt ot Hem. 4. declared that of the 21 Rich. 2. to 
have bcen a void Parliament, Roll. 21. 22. Nay, Sir Edward Cook, 
whom all muſt acknowledge to have been a Cliampion for Par- 
tiaments, eſpecially for a Houſe of Commons, yet he declareth 
that Parliaments have been often utterly misled and deceived, and 
that in Caſes of the greatcſt moment. And had we- not over» 
thrown the legal Exiſtence ot the preſent pretended Pai liament upon 
other Reaſons and Grounds than thoſe of Megalities in the manner 
of Elc&ion of Members. and in their Actings when aſſembled, we 
might alſo upon thoſe Mocives ſtrangely ſhake the legal Being of 
it. And to name but ou- which lately fell ot fince the Dearth of 
the late Princeſs in this Atſembly, which perſevereth to call it ſelf 
by that Name; namely, That when a Queſtion-was ſtarted by 
the Earl of Nottingham in the Houſe of Lords, whether fince the 
Demiſe of Mary this was a Parliament, or not * How it was r& 
plied by the Earl of P, That it was not a Queltion fix to be mens 
tioned, and lefs fit co be debatel. Which beli.\cs it importing in 
« a debarring a Liberry of Specch, without which a Parliament 
cannot be a legal Pailiament, becauſe not a free Parliament ; It 
likewiſe imported in it, That though chis Pa: liament was in Law 


diffolved, yet it muſt (till fic, and no Man be allowed to _—_—_ 
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the Lawfulneſs of its doing ſo, becauſe of Reaſons of State, And 
{ the whole Conſtitution, and all the Laws of Eng/and, muſt be 
facriticed to. the Lunatick and Diffoyal Bigottry ot keeping King 
ames out of, his Dominions, and from reaſcending his | fo. 
or that is the whole Paraphraſe of the Text, of the Neceſtity of 
Ks continuing to fit in order to raiſe Money for carrying on a vi- 
puma War againſt Frence. But it being ditlolved by the Death of 
late. Princeſs, befo:e any Bills had paſſed for the granting of 
Money,.it will argue great Sottiſhneſs as well-as Tamenels in the 
People of England, if this Government be not diſappointed in that 
end of their keeping it on foot. For thoſe Papers which are pub- 
liſhed under the Stile of A&s, do oblige no Man in duty to pay, 
nor can they authoriſe any Officer in caſe of Refuſal wo diſtrein, 
=o in St. Stephen's Chapel have no more legal Power to diſpoſe of 
the Property of the Subjets, than the Committee of Officers 
have who fit in the Guard-hauſe by Whitebal; And all thole Atts 
of Aſſeſments which they have emitted, are but ſo many Denun- 
Ciations of War againſt the People, and proclaiming them obnox- 
ious to arbitrary Executions upon their Eſtates, real and perſonal. 
Such who are fo puſillanimous as to chuſe to be robbed may ſubinic 
ta it ; but as no Warrants can legitimate the doing of iz ;; fo alt 
Men who have Courage to reſiſt, they have the Authority of all 
the Laws of England for the doing of it, And as they have no 
Righe-of ſicting as a legal Court, to they canrot-be laid to rake 
away Mens Goods by any better Name than that of a Company 

of Benditi; nor do People uſe to be: fo filly as to part wich an 
Thing to ſuch, but when they are roo ſtrong to be withſtood. 
And think it was never yet known, That Five bundred were 
ful enough to rob ak plunder above Five millions of Perſons. 
hat a Noiſe a few Years ago did the Erc&ion of a Court of 
Commiſſioners for EccleGaſtical Cauſes beget in the Nation, and 
how ſtrenuouſly was it improved for the driving the King from: 
his Throne and Kingdom? And do we now fit filent under a 
Company of Men erecting themfelves into a Court of Legiſlation, 
to vote away.near the Moiety of every Man's Eſtate, whether he 
be Laick or Ecclefiaſtick. Shall we, who were fo buſy ſcanda- 
louſly to Cenſure, and craiteroully co endeavour to redrefs the. 
few and lictle Miſcarriages of our ancient and legal Governmene, 
ſuffer with a ſortiſh Tamenels thok far more, and vaſtly greater, 
of an uſurped, unlawiul, and tyraganous ons ? This hath no been. 


the 
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the Pradtice of any People or Age, till of ours, and of us. That 
of Tacitus being at all times beretotore an infallible Maxim, name» 
iy, That Nove aulz mala, aque ſed non aque exeuſata ; 
a new Government doch not offend with that Connivance an 
Safety that an ancient might : And it is now as much be- 
come our Intereſt to call home the King to relieve us, as it is our 
Duty to reftore him to his Right. And as it was at no time un- 
lawful to fly to force for reſcuing our ſelves from the Power of 
an Ufarper ; fo it is now become neceſſary, when meltorem in belly 
canſam, quam in pece babemus ; Onr Condition will be better 4n # War, 
than it 5 in Peace, as Tacitxs expreſleth ic. And the Eſtabliſhmene 
of this Man into a King being done by an uſurpation of Power, 
which all the Laws of England precluded the Conventiomiſts from ; 

thar common Saying obtains, That de ſafo fattum potef de fatto 

rlli ; What bath its Exiſtence meerly by Fat, may by Fatt be lawfully 
overthrown. And as we may be ſure, That the Prince of Orange 
who hath ſo abominably cheated and wrong:d us already, cannot 
but de:eſt and hate us for the future ; that of the ſame Author be- 
iag unchangeably rrue, wit. Proprium bumani ingenii eſt, odiſſe quems 
leſerss ; Tt is the Nature of Maw to hate thoſe 9 be bath myured, 
I will cherefo:e beſpeak my Country-men as Boadicea did the An» 
cient Brittains, If they will not reſolve, cadere aut wincere, either to 
periſh, or to indicate their Liberties 5 that then, wiverent & ſervirent, 
tet them chuſe to Live and be Slaves, Oily let me add tor their En- 
couragement to afſerc their Laws and Righes, That the Prince of 
Orange's Atairs in England do magis fama quam wi ſtare, are upheld 
rather by that Opinion which Men conceived of him, betore they 
had an Opportunity to know him, than by any Power, Strength, 
Intereſt, or new Reputation he has to ſuppo t himſelf or them, 
Nay I will ſay, That he is junk into that Contempt as well as Im- 
potency, that all th2 Power he hath leſt is only to do hure, but 
that he hath neicher Power nor Authority to do good, or to hin- 
der evil ; So that what Tacitas ſays of Ortho is verified of William ; 
O: hom nondum auttoruas inerat ad probibendum ſcelus, jubere poterat ; 
Thac he may encourage and command Miſchiet, bur he is in no 
Capacity to dilcountenance and prevent it, The very Ad-b, whom 
by fictitious Lycs and Falſhoods, ot a tew Ir;fb being every where 
burning Ifoules and cutting Throats, he decoyed and enflamed 
into a1 infolent and brutal Ragz agar t their Roghtful King, and 


who becam?2 the Ladder unto, and the great Pillars of his — 
aving 


v'*% 
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having now underſtood how; they were cheated in that, and ig all 
ings elſe , they, have not,only forſagk, but are juſtly en- 
Tag againſt him. Nor they only ready to do the fame to- 


wards him that they did towards che King, but they are fully pre- 

red to treat him as the Rabble did Yielhwes, of whom Tacitus lays, 

ulgus eadems proavitate, inſefiabatur mortuam, qua foveret viventem ; 

we Ao as forward ING _ rear ay in Pi Ap they = 
to huzza and idolize him. Yea, even fuch as-do mo 


fla do it only in order to ve and ruin him; for 
they do reckon by what they have robbed and plundered rhe Na- 
tion of 3 hreplenity be able both to purchaſe their Par» 


Yons, and co live plencifully upon the next Revolution: Nor are 
moſt of the” Addreſſe; with which our Gegerres are. Weekly ſtiiffe, to 
be otherwiſe accpunced of, thea as the Arts and Tricks of Knaves,- 
ro banter and deceive Fools. And they do only aR that over 
again upon-che Prince of Orange, which was long ago pradtiled 
upon Manlias Valente ; of whom Tap lan, Qno incant ins decipere- 
fur,” palans landargs ; they court him to his Fate, thar chey may che 
better cur his Throat bghind his Back. | For there are none fo 
weak, or nc, bur hey muſt from their 6wn wofal Ex- 
ience allow that to be tras which Mr. Pry obſcrveth in 
is Preface to. Sir Rober: Carton's Records ; namely , That Kings 
created and ſa uy meerly by Parliaments, without any beredicary . Title, 
bave ſeldom red the Lords and 5 Exvett ations im the Preſer- 
vation of their ' Liberties, and ers to their Petitions. But if 
People wanc bravour to puſh the Defence of their Libertizs a1d 
Eſtates thus far, though legally they may, let them at leaſt calm'y 
refuſe to pay, an1 warn rhe Officers that iF they take any Thing, 
ie is at their peril: And I ſha!l account thoſe Colledtors and 
Conftables both” very unwiſe, and very bold, who will be 
fo hardy as ro break into Mens Houſ:s, and ro make de. 
ftraints. For-let them be aſſured, That wholocrer venturecth 
upon it, will ere long be called to a reckoning and beſides other 
Puniſhmencs chey will be broughe to undergo, they will feel whae 
is to fall under Reprizals. Bur ſhould any Frantick Wiliemire 
be ſo-far tranſported as* that Ymounteth uno, ie becomes every 
truc Engliſh Man in that Caſe ro make a in ;, and we (hall 
then fee how the Grnilemen in Scarler will decide the Queſtion, 
Whether this Parliament be a legal Parliament? Nor are they ig- 


neratit of the Laws as molt others are, which will make theie 
P Crime 
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Crime the morg unpardonable, as well as 
fabvert and trampte upon them.. And 
was the Fate of Waflbedr Lord Chief Juſtice 
in Edward the Firſt's time ; and of-: , Lord 
che. King's Bench in Edward the Third's ; | 
Belknop, and four Judges more, in the time of Richard the Second, , 
K is to be ſuppoſed that they,who..fill rhe Benches will 
be ambicious. of the like Netting. Nor. wilt is be 
to remember atſo rhe Reign of King Alfred ; who-. 
hnd being 
and Modern 


it 


pay it, when.be 


to. it. by Law. oſs 60 rRgoree \ r=" | 
Charges, in outer to. ng alidity, of the Ship Writs to a 
legal Tryalz What will Poſteri ay ef uy The 4 yony of 

w of Boglene is on ur Be, 


Caſe of this Parliaments being diſſoly 
by the Death of:che late Princeſs into Wefminfer Hall ? And I will 
bſþ+ Men , what Germanicws when dyi 


_ 


layer 
aling to the Feftminfer Hall Courts, and for calling far the 
bet 229) Benefit of ahc Laws of the Kingdom. 


T 


. And thus, Sir, I.have-returned you the beſt Anſwer I can to.) 
your fecend Query, as 1.had-given you one about a Week bo 
your frff. Nor will I celine to trouble. 

preſent, ſave meerly to add, That .as you 
tho! it xgover m2, any are at Liberty to command 
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